Labor & Housing
Meeting Agenda

800 Michaellan Office Bldg.

148 Martine Avenue, 8th Floor

. . White Plains, NY 10601
Committee Chair: Damon Maher www.westchesterlegislators.com

Monday, April 26, 2021 10:00 AM Committee Room

CALL TO ORDER

Meeting jointly with the Committees on Budget & Appropriations and Public Works &
Transportation

MINUTES APPROVAL

Monday, April 19, 2021 1:00 PM Minutes

I. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

2021-291 ACT - Ravine Ave. Amendment

AN ACT amending Act No. 2021-245 which authorized the County of Westchester to
purchase approximately +/- 1.38 acres of real property located at 60 & 76 Point Street and 81
Ravine Avenue in the City of Yonkers and to subsequently convey said property, as well as
authorize the County to grant and accept any property rights necessary in furtherance
thereof, for the purpose of creating 146 affordable rental units and remain affordable for a
period of not less than 50 years.

Joint with PWT & BA
Guest: Leonard Gruenfeld, Housing Administrator - Department of Planning

Il. OTHER BUSINESS

lll. RECEIVE & FILE

2021-32 LEGISLATOR BORGIA: Memo of Legislation - Co-Op Disclosure
Amendment
Forwarding a Memorandum of Legislation to amend a Local Law to require cooperative
housing corporation board of directors to provide a reason for denial of a potential buyer of a
unit in the denial letter. (Formerly MT #12876)

ADJOURNMENT
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Gco}'go Latimer
Counnty Executive

April 16, 2021

Westchester County Board of Legislators
800 Michaelian Office Building
White Plains, New York 10601

Dear Honorable Members of the Board of Legislators:

On April 12, 2021, your Honorable Board approved the following Acts in connection with the
proposed Point Street and Ravine Avenue, Yonkers Development a portion of which will
Affirmatively Further Fair Housing (“AFFH"):

1) Act No. 2021-245 (the “Land Acquisition Act™), which authorized the purchase and
subsequent conveyance of approximately +/- 1.38 acres of real property (the “Property”) located
at 60 & 76 Point Street and 81 Ravine Avenue in the City of Yonkers (the “City™) to Point and
Ravine, LLC, its successors or assigns, (the “Developer™) as part of the County’s program to
support the construction of to create one hundred forty-six (146) housing units that affirmatively
further fair housing (the “Affordable AFFH Units”). The Land Acquisition Act specified that a
portion of these units, 44, will be set aside for seniors aged 55 and older.

2) Act No. 2021-246, A New Homes Land Acquisition Bond Act (the “NHLA Bond Act™),
prepared by the firm of Hawkins Delafield & Wood LLP, which authorized the issuance of bonds
of the County in a total amount not to exceed $5,000,000 as a part of Capital Project BPL30 New

Homes Land Acquisition II to purchase the Property from the current owner(s) to create the
Affordable AFFH Units.

"Subsequent to the adoption of the aforementioned Acts, the Department of Planning (“Planning)

was advised by Conifer Realty, LLC/Point Ravine, LLC (the “Developer™) that, pursuant to New
York State Executive Law Section 292.2-a(e) (“Executive Law 292”), it is prohibited from
setting aside the 44 units for seniors aged 55 and older as previously anticipated. The Developer
further advised Planning that, althought the New York State Division of Human Rights had
previously granted a “public policy exemption” from Executive Law 292 prohibition to the
Developer, The New York State Housing Finance Agency and The New York State Division of
Housing and Community Renewal refused to grant such an exemption.

Therefore, in connection with the foregoing, transmitted herewith for your review and approval
please find the following:

Amended Land Acquisition and Conveyance Act (the “Amended Land Acquisition Act™) which
will authorize the purchase and subsequent conveyance of approximately +/- 1.38 acres of real
property (the “Property”) located at 60 & 76 Point Street and 81 Ravine Avenue in the City of
Yonkers (the “City™) to Point and Ravine, LLC, its successors or assigns, (the “Developer”) as

Ofhee of the County Executive
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part of the County’s program to support the construction of to create one hundred forty-six (146)
housing units that affirmatively further fair housing (the “Affordable AFFH Units”). The
Amended Land Acquisition Act will omit the sentence stating “A portion of these units, 44, will

be set aside for seniors aged 55 and older”. All othe provisions of Act No. 2021-245 will remain
in full force and effect.

It should be noted that the NHLA Bond Act (Act No. 2021-246) remains in full force and effect
as it did not include reference to the units to be set aside for senior housing.

Based on the importance of creating more affordable AFFH units in the County, your favorable
action on the annexed Acts is respectfully requested.

Sincerely,

George Latimer
County Executive

GL/NAD/JC
Attachments



HONORABLE BOARD OF LEGISLATORS
THE COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

Your Committee is in receipt of a communication from the County Executive providing the

following background and recommendation:

On April 12, 2021, your Honorable Board approved the following Acts in connection with the

proposed Point Street and Ravine Avenue, Yonkers Development a portion of which will
Affirmatively Further Fair Housing (“AFFH");

1) Act No. 2021-245 (the “Land Acquisition Act”), which authorized the purchase and
subsequent conveyance of approximately +/- 1.38 acres of real property (the “Property”) located

at 60 & 76 Point Street and 81 Ravine Avenue in the City of Yonkers (the “City”) to Point and

Ravine, LLC, its successors or assigns, (the “Developer”) as part of the County’s program to
support the construction of to create one hundred forty-six (146) housing units that affirmatively
further fair housing (the “Affordable AFFH Units™). The Land Acquisition Act specified that a

portion of these units, 44, will be set aside for seniors aged 55 and older.

2} Act No. 2021-246, A New Homes Land Acquisition Bond Act (the “NHLA Bond Act™),
prepared by the firm of Hawkins Delafield & Wood LLP, which authorized the issuance of bonds
of the County in a total amount not to exceed $5,000,000 as a part of Capital Project BPL30 New
Homes Land Acquisition Il to purchase the Property from the current owner(s) to create the
Affordable AFFH Units.

Subsequent to the adoption of the aforementioned Acts, the Department of Planning (“Planning™)
was advised by Conifer Realty, LLC/Point Ravine, LLC (the “Developer”) that, pursuant to New
York State Executive Law Section 292.2-a(e) (“Executive Law 292"), it is prohibited from
setting aside the 44 units for seniors aged 55 and older as previously anticipated. The Developer
further advised Planning that, althought the New York State Division of Human Rights had

previously granted a “public policy exemption” from Executive Law 292 prohibition to the



Developer, The New York State Housing Finance Agency and The New York State Division of

Housing and Community Renewal refused to grant such an exemption.

Therefore, in connection with the foregoing, transmitted herewith for your review and approval
please find the following:

mended Land Acgquisition and Convevance Act (the “Amended Land Acquisition Act™) which
will authorize the purchase and subsequent conveyance of approximately +/- 1.38 acres of real
property (the “Property”) located at 60 & 76 Point Street and 81 Ravine Avenue in the City of
Yonkers (the “City”) to Point and Ravine, LLC, its successors or assigns, (the “Developer”) as
part of the County’s program to support the construction of to create one hundred forty-six (146)
housing units that affirmatively further fair housing (the “Affordable AFFH Units™). The
Amended Land Acquisition Act will omit the sentence stating “A portion of these units, 44, will
be set aside for seniors aged 55 and older”. All othe provisions of Act No. 2021-245 will remain

in full force and effect.

It should be noted that the NHLA Bond Act (Act No. 2021-246) remains in full force and effect

as it did not include reference to the units to be set aside for senior housing.

Based on the importance of creating more affordable AFFH units in the County, your favorable

action on the annexed Acts is respectfully requested.

Dated: , 2021
White Plains, New York

COMMITTEE ON

CONIR053-JRC



ACT NO. - 2021

AN ACT amending Act No. 2021-245 which
authorized the County of Westchester to
purchase approximately +/- 1.38 acres of real
property located at 60 & 76 Point Street and
81 Ravine Avenue in the City of Yonkers and
to subsequently convey said property, as well
as authorizing the County to grant and accept
any property rights necessary in furtherance
thereof, for the purpose of creating 146
affordable rental units, that will affirmatively
further fair housing and remain affordable for
a period of not less than 50 years.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED by the members of the Board of Legislators of

the County of Westchester as follows:

SECTION 1. Act No. 2021-245 which authorized the County of Westchester (the
“County™) to purchase and subsequently convey approximately +/- 1.38 acres of real property
located at 60 & 76 Point Street and 81 Ravine Avenue to construct 146 affordable rental housing

units that will affirmatively further fair housing, is hereby amended to read as follows:

§2 The County of Westchester (the “County™) is hereby authorized to purchase from
the current owner(s) of record approximately +/- 1.38 acres of real property located at 60 & 76
Point Street and 81 Ravine Avenue (the “Property™) to construct 146 affordable rental housing
units including one superintendent’s unit that will affirmatively further fair housing (the
“Affordable AFFH Units”) as set forth in 42 U.S.C. Section 5304(b)(2). The Development
Property (defined below) will also include approximately +/- 1.17 acres of real property located at
50 Point Street, 56 Ravine Avenue, 58 Ravine Avenue, 60 Ravine Avenue, 63 Ravine Avenue, 64
Ravine Avenue, 66 Ravine Avenue, 67 Ravine Avenue, 68 Ravine Avenue, 69 Ravine Avenue,

70 Ravine Avenue, 72 Ravine Avenue, 74 Ravine Avenue, 78 Ravine Avenue, 80 Ravine Avenue,



83 Ravine Avenue, and 85 Ravine Avenue, which are, or will be owned by the City of Yonkers
Industrial Development Agency, which will transfer these sites to the Developer via a Land
Disposition Agreement {combined with the County acquired parcels to be collectively referred to

as the “Development Property™).

§3.  The County is hereby authorized to contract to pay an amount not to exceed FIVE
MILLION DOLLARS ($5,000,000) to purchase the Property.

§4.  The County is hereby authorized to convey the Property to Point and Ravine, LLC,
its successors or assigns, for ONE DOLLAR ($1.00) to construct the 146 Affordable AFFH Units
including one superintendent’s unit that will be marketed and leased to households eamning at or
below 40% and up to 80% of the Westchester County area median income, that will remain
affordable for a period of not less than fifty (50) years, and will be marketed and leased in
accordance with an approved affirmative fair housing marketing plan, noting that the income limits
are subject to change based on the median income levels at the time of initial occupancy and
subsequent occupancies, as established by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban

Development.

§5.  The County is hereby authorized to grant and accept any and all property rights

necessary in furtherance hereof.

§6.  The transfers of the Property shall be by such deeds as approved by the County
Attorney.

§7.  The County Executive or his duly authorized designee is hereby authorized and
empowered to execute all instruments and to take all action necessary and appropriate to effectuate

the purposes hereof.

§8.  This Act shall take effect immediately.



FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

SUBJECT: Point 5t & Ravine Ave Amend | X |N0 FISCAL IMPACT PROJECTED

OPERATING BUDGET IMPACT -
To Be Completed by Submitting Department and Reviewed by Budget

SECTION A - FUND
[ ]GENERAL FUND [ ]AIRPORT FUND [__]SPECIAL DISTRICTS FUND

SECTION B - EXPENSES AND REVENUES

Total Current Year Expense S -

Total Current Year Revenue S -

Source of Funds {check one}: DCurrent Appropriations |:|Transfer of Existing Appropriations

DAdditional Appropriations |:|0ther {explain)

Identify Accounts:

Potential Related Operating Budget Expenses: Annual Amount S -
Describe:

Potential Related Operating Budget Revenues: Annual Amount S -
Describe:

Anticipated Savings to County and/or Impact on Department Operations:

Current Year:

Next Four Years:

Prepared by: Gideon Grande

Title: Deputy Director Reviewed By: e
Department: Budget .'-éudget Director
Date: April 22, 2021 Date: Y [ %5 g,ﬁ

T




Committee Ass1gnments

Catherine Borgia

Appointments

Leglslator 9™ District Environment, Health & Energy
Chair, Budget & Appropriations Committee Intergovernmental Services
Legislation

Labor & Housing

DATE: July 24, 2020
TITLE: Co-Op Disclosure Amendment
SPONSOR: Legislator Borgia

PURPOSE OR GENERAL IDEA OF BILL: Amend A Local Law to require cooperative housing
corporation board of directors to provide a reason for a denial of a potential buyer of a unit in the denial
letter.

INTENT: To provide prevent the discrimination of a seller or potential buyer of a cooperative unit
for unlawful reasons.

JUSTIFICATION:  The existing cooperative disclosure law has provided enough data to show that
buyers are denied a purchase of a unit by co-op boards more frequently than originally thought, while
the reason for these denials is unknown. A buyer should have the right to know why they were denied so
that they can either take further action, or make corrections when attempting to purchase another unit.

PRESENT LAW: Chapter 700.21-a of the Laws of Westchester County, relating to applications for
prospective purchases of stock in cooperative housing corporations.

FISCAL IMPACT: Unknown.

Tel: (914) 995-2812 « Fax: (914) 995-3884 « E-mail: Borgia@westchesterlegislators.com
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