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July 28, 2021 

Westchester County Board of Legislators 
800 Michuelian Office Building 
White Plains, New York 1060 I 

Deur Members or the Board of Legislators: 

Transmitted herewith for your review and approval is an amended Bond Act ('"Amended Bond Act") which, if 
adopted, would authorize the County of Westchester ("County'') to revise the scope of work authorized under 
Bond Act No. 142-2016 (''Act 142-2016") to include paving of an existing earth path, rehabilitation of existing 
pathways, masonry rehabilitation and associated work in connection with the following capital project: 

RBR02 - Bronx River Reservation - Scout Field ("RBR02"). 

Act 142-2016 authorized the County to issue bonds in the amount of up to $1,932,000 to finance the 
construction of improvements to the Scout Field urea, including conducting earthwork and grading, placement 
of topsoil, installation of sub-surface drainage, installation of irrigation systems and other incidental work 
required to create a turf soccer field. The Budget Department has advised that$ I 41,797 has already been sold. 

The Department of Parks. Recreation and Conservation (''Department") has advised that the scope of RBR02 
has evolved over time, and the Department now seeks to expand the scope of work permitted under Act 142-
2016 so that the remaining bonding authorization may be used to linance additional improvements. 

Accordingly, the Amended Bond Act, in the tota I amount of $1,932,000 would finance the cost of construction 
of' improvements to the County's Scout Field, including conducting earthwork and grading, placement of 
topsoil, and additional site improvements, including but not limited to grubbing, installation of new pathways, 
rehabilitation of existing pathway, masonry rehabilitation, landscaping and associated work. 

It should be noted that the Amended Bond Act would only change the scope of' work authorized under Act 
142-2016; the $1,932,000 financing authorization amount docs not represent an increase over the mnount 
authorized by Act 142-2016. 

The Department has advised that Scout Field is heavily used by the surrounding communities for both 
organized sports, as well as passive recreation opportunities. It is imperative that these facilities, and access 
thereto, be improved to meet the high demand for all users. 
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Design is currently being undertaken by in-house staff nnd is expected to be completed during the third quarter 
of 202 I. It is estimated that construction will take three lo six months lo complete and will begin a Iler award 
and execution of construction contracts. 

The Planning Depmtmenl has advised that based on its review, RBR02 has been clnssified as an ''Unlisted'" 
action under the State Environmental Quality Review Act ("SEQR"). A Resolution, and proposed Negative 
Declaration, along with a Short Environmental Assessment Form, prepared by the Planning Department, nre 
attnched to assist your Honorable Board in complying with SEQR. Should your Honorable Board conclude 
that the proposed action will not have any significant impact on the environment; it must approve the 
Resolution adopting the Negative Declaration prior lo enacting the nforementioncd Amended Bond Act. As 
you know. your Honorable Board mny use such expert advice to reach its own conclusion. 

Based on the importance of this project to the County, favorable action on the proposed Amended Bond Act is 
respectfully requested. 

N~ 
George Latimer 
County Executive 

Attachments 



Reference RBR02 
HONORABLE BOARD OF LEGISLATORS 
THE COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER, NEW YORK 

Your Committee is in receipt of an amended bond act ('•Amended Bond Act") which, if adopted, 

would authorize the County of Westchester ( .. County") to revise the scope of work authorized under Bond 

Act No. 142-2016 ("Act 142-2016") Capital Project RBR02 - Bronx River Reservation - Scout Field 

("RBR02"). 

Act 142-2016 authorized the County to issue bonds in the amount of up to $1,932,000 to finance 

the construction of improvements to the Scout Field area, including conducting earthwork and grading, 

placement of topsoil, installation of sub-surface drainage, installation of irrigation systems and other 

incidental work required to create a turf soccer field. The Budget Department has advised that $141,797 

has already been sold. 

The Department of Parks, Recreation and Conservation ('•Department") has advised that the scope 

of RBR02 has evolved over time, and the Department now seeks to expand the scope of work permitted 

under Act 142-2016 so that the remaining bonding authorization may be used to finance additional 

improvements. 

Accordingly, the Amended Bond Act, in the total amount of $1,932,000, which was prepared by 

the law firm Hawkins, Delafield & Wood, would finance the cost of construction of improvements to the 

County's Scout Field, including conducting earthwork and grading, placement of topsoil, and additional 

site improvements, including but not limited to grubbing, installation of new pathways, rehabilitation of 

existing pathway, masonry rehabilitation, landscaping and associated work. 

It should be noted that the Amended Bond Act would only change the scope of work authorized 

under Act 142-2016; the $1,932,000 financing authorization amount does not represent an increase over 

the amount authorized by Act 142-2016. 

The Department has advised that Scout Field is heavily used by the surrounding communities for 

both organized sports, as well as passive recreation opportunities. It is imperative that these facilities, and 

access thereto, be improved to meet the high demand for all users. 



Design is currently being undertaken by in-house staff and is expected to be completed 

during the third quarter of 2021. It is estimated that construction will take three to six months to 

complete and will begin after award and execution of construction contracts. 

The Planning Department has advised your Committee that based on its review, RBR02 has been 

classified as an .. Unlisted" action under the State Environmental Quality Review Act ("SEQR"). A 

Resolution, and proposed Negative Declaration, along with a Short Environmental Assessment Form, 

prepared by the Planning Department, are attached to assist your Honorable Board in complying with 

SEQR. Should your Honorable Board conclude that the proposed action will not have any significant 

impact on the environment; it must approve the Resolution adopting the Negative Declaration prior to 

enacting the aforementioned Amended Bond Act. 

It should be noted that an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members of your Honorable Board 

is required in order to adopt the Amended Bond Act. Your Committee recommends the adoption of the 

proposed Amended Bond Act. 

Dated: ,20 __ . 
White Plains, New York 

COMMITTEE ON 



FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

CAPITAL PROJECT#: RBR02 II)No FISCAL IMPACT PROJECTED 

SECTION A - CAPITAL BUDGET IMPACT 
To Be Completed by Budget 

□GENERAL FUND □AIRPORT FUND □SPECIAL DISTRICTS FUND 

Source of County Funds (check one): Ocurrent Appropriations 

Ocapital Budget Amendment 

Change in Scope Only 

SECTION B - BONDING AUTHORIZATIONS 
To Be Completed by Finance 

Total Principal PPU Anticipated Interest Rate 

Anticipated Annual Cost (Principal and Interest): 

Total Debt Service (Annual Cost x Term): $ -

Finance Department: 

SECTION C - IMPACT ON OPERATING BUDGET (exclusive of debt service) 
To Be Completed by Submitting Department and Reviewed by Budget 

Potential Related Expenses (Annual): $ -
Potential Related Revenues (Annual): $ -

Anticipated savings to County and/or impact of department operations 
(describe in detail for current and next four years): 

SECTION D - EMPLOYMENT 
As per federal guidelines, each $92,000 of appropriation funds one FTE Job 

Number of Full Time Equivalent (FTE) Jobs Funded: 

SECTION E - EXPECTED DESIGN WORK PROVIDER 

[[]county Staff Dconsultant ONot Applicable 

Prepared by: Ken Uhle 

Zl/~ Title: Prag. Coodinator (Cap. Planning) Reviewed By: 
/ 

Department: Public Works & Transportation Deputy Budget Director 

Date: 7/27/21 Date: 7J_2i/2 ( 



RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, there is pending before this Honorable Board an amended bond act 

(<•Amended Bond Act") in connection with capital project RBR02 - Bronx River Reservation - Scout 

Field ("RBR02"); and 

WHEREAS, this Honorable Board has determined that RBR02 would constitute an action 

under Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law, known as the New York State Environmental 

Quality Review Act ( .. SEQR"); and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to SEQR and its implementing regulations (6 NYCRR Part 617), 

this project is classified as an "Unlisted action," which requires this Honorable Board to make a 

determination as to whether the proposed action will have a significant impact on the environment; and 

WHEREAS, the County of Westchester is the only involved agency for this action and, 

therefore, is assuming the role of Lead Agency; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with SEQR and its implementing regulations, a Short 

Environmental Assessment Form has been prepared to assist this Honorable Board in its environmental 

assessment of this proposed action; and 

WHEREAS, this Honorable Board has carefully considered the proposed action and has 

reviewed the attached Short Environmental Assessment Form and the criteria set forth in Section 617.7 of 

the implementing regulations and has identified the relevant areas of environmental concern, as described 

in the attached Short Environmental Assessment Form, to determine if this proposed action will have a 

significant impact on the environment; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the County Board of Legislators of the County of 

Westchester, State of New York, as follows: 

RESOLVED, that based upon the Honorable Board's review of the Short Environmental 

Assessment Form and for the reasons set forth therein, this Board finds that there will be no significant 

adverse impact on the environment from RBR02; and be it further 



RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Board of Legislators is authorized and directed to sign 

the "Detennination of Significance" in the Short Environmental Assessment Fonn, which is attached 

hereto and made a part hereof, as the "Responsible Officer in Lead Agency"; to issue this "Negative 

Declaration" on behalf of this Board in satisfaction of SEQR and its implementing regulations; and to 

immediately transmit same to the Commissioner of Planning to be filed, published and made available 

pursuant to the requirements of Part 617 of 6 NYCRR; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Resolution shall take effect immediately. 



Instructions for Completing 

Short Environmental Assess111ent Form 
Part 1 - Project /11formatio11 

Part I - Projett Information. The applicant or project sponsor Is responsible for the completion of Part I. Responses become part of the 
application for approval or funding, are subject to public review, and may be subject to further verification. Complete Part 1 based on 
information currently available. If additional research or investigation would be needed to fully respond to any item, please answer as 
thoroughly as possible based on current information. 

Complete all items in Part I. You may also provide any additional information which you believe will be needed by or useful to the 
lead agency; attach additional pages as necessary to supplement any item. 

Part I - Project and Sponsor Information 

Name of Action or Project: 

Scout Field Pathway Improvements (RBR02) 

Project Location (describe, and attach a location map): 

Scout Field, northwest or Gramatan Avenue, along the northwest border of the City of Mount Vernon, Westchester County, New York 

Brief Description of Proposed Action: 

The Installation of approximately 1,055 linear feet of 5-foot wide asphalt pathway along the south edge of Scout Field, on the east side of the Bronx 
River, leading to Gramatan Avenue. The Improvements will follow an existing dirt pathway, connecting an existing paved pathway to Gramatan Avenue, 
that has been created by frequent pedestrian use. Work for the project includes mechanical grubbing, installation of the new pathway, rehabililallon or 
existing pathways, rehabilitation of existing masonry associated with the stairs and stone walls al Gramatan Avenue, and general landscaping 
restoration. 

. 
Name of Applicant or Sponsor: 

Telephone: 914-995-4400 

County or Westchester 
E-Mail: dsk2@weslchestergov.com 

Address: 

148 Martine Avenue 

City/PO: State: I Zip Code: 
While Plains NY 10601 
I. Does the proposed action only involve the legislative adoption ofa plan, local law, ordinance, NO YES administrative rule, or regulation? 
If Yes, attach a narrative description of the intent of the proposed action and the environmental resources that [ZJ □ may be affected in the municipality and proceed to Part 2. If no, continue to question 2. 
2. Does the proposed action require a permit, approval or funding from any other government Agency'? NO YES 
If Yes. list agency(s) name and permit or approval: 

[Z] □ 3. a. Total acreage of the site of the proposed action'? 10 acres 
b. Total acreage to be physically disturbed'? < 0.25 acres 
c. Total acreage (project site and any contiguous propenies) owned 

or controlled by the applicant or project sponsor'? 807 acres 

4. Check all land uses that occur on, are adjoining or near the proposed action: 

5. D Urban □ Rural (non-agriculture) □ Industrial □ Commercial 121 Residential (suburban) 

D Forest □ Agriculture □ Aquatic □ Other( Specify): 

[Z) Parkland 



5. Is the proposed action, NO YES NIA 
a. A permitted use under the zoning regulations? 

□ □ [l] 
b. Consistent with the adopted comprehensive plan? 

□ □ [l] 
6. Is the proposed action consistent with the predominant character of the existing built or natural landscape'! 

NO YES 

□ [l] 
7. Is the site of the proposed action located in, or does it adjoin, a state listed Critical Environmental Area? NO YES Name.County & State Park Lands, Reason:Exceptional or unique character, Agency:Westchester County, Date:1-
lfYes, identify: 31-90 

□ 0 
NO YES 8. a. Will the proposed action result in a substantial increase in traffic above present levels'! 
[Z] □ b. Are public transportation services available at or near the site of the proposed action'! 

□ 0 
c. Are any pedestrian accommodations or bicycle routes available on or near the site of the proposed 

□ [Z] action? 
9. Does the proposed action meet or exceed the state energy code requirements? NO YES 
If the proposed action will exceed requirements, describe design features and technologies: 

The 11ml11CI llll!Ql~s QDlll lbll illSla!laliaa Qf a 11atbwal1 Ibll 11mj1u:t Is DQI !llQUill!d la com11ll1 wilb slalll ilDllalll i:adll !llQUimmeals [Z] □ 
10. Will the proposed action connect to an existing public/private water supply? NO YES 

If No, describe method for providing potable water: 
Potable water is not needed ror this project. [Z] □ 
11. Will the proposed action connect to existing wastewater utilities'? NO YES 

If No, describe method for providing wastewater treatment: 
Wastewater treatment is not needed ror this project. [l] □ 
12. a. Does the project site contain, or is it substantially contiguous to, a building, archaeological site, or district NO YES 
which is listed on the National or Stale Register of Historic Places, or that has been determined by the 

□ 0 Commissioner of the NYS Office of Parks. Recreation and Historic Preservation to be eligible for listing on the 
State Register of Historic Places? 

b. Is the project site, or any portion of it. located in or adjacent to an area designated as sensitive for □ [Z] 
archaeological sites on the NY State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) archaeological site inventory? 

13. a. Does any portion of the site of the proposed action, or lands adjoining the proposed action, contain NO YES 
wetlands or other waterbodies regulated by a federal, state or local agency·! 

□ [l] 
b. Would the proposed action physically alter, or encroach into. any existing wetland or waterbody'? [Z] □ If Yes, identify the wetland or waterbody and extent of alterations in square feet or acres: 

The pathway will be between 1 O reel to 30 reel rrom the north side or Laurel Brook, which is a perennial stream Laural Brook is also 
ideolilied as a Eresbwalec EoresledlSbo 1b Wellaod (eEO J A) 00 lbe lllaliocal Wellaods IDIIBDl0t)! 



14. Identify the typical habitat types that occur on, or are likely to be found on the project site. Check all that apply: 

□Shoreline 121 Forest D Agricultural/grasslands (21 Early mid-successional 

(llWetland D Urban D Suburban 

I 5. Does the site of the proposed action contain any species of animal, or associated habitats, listed by the State or NO YES 
Federal government as threatened or endangered? 

[Z] □ 
16. Is the project site located in the IOO-year flood plan? NO YES 

□ IZ] 
17. Will the proposed action create storm water discharge, either from point or non-point sources'? NO YES 
If Yes, □ [l] 

a. Will storm water discharges flow to adjacent properties? IZ] □ 
b. Will storm water discharges be directed to established conveyance systems (runoff and storm drains)'? IZI □ If Yes, briefly describe: 

18. Does the proposed action include construction or other activities that would result in the impoundment of water NO YES 
or other liquids (e.g., retention pond, waste lagoon, dam)? 

If Yes, explain the purpose and size of the impoundment: 

IZ] □ 
19. Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the location ofan active or closed solid waste NO YES 

management facility'? 
If Yes, describe: 

IZ] □ 
20.Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the subject of remediation (ongoing or NO YES 
completed) for hazardous waste'? 
If Yes, describe: 

□ IZ] 
No nearb:t remediation sites were found. The nearb:t QroQert:t al 812 Gramatan Ave is associated with a 2009 SQill number {0812211) 
for the failure of a tank test. The spill incident has since been dosed. 

I CERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE JS TRUE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF 
MY KNOWLEDGE 

Applicant/sponsor/name: County of Westchester Date: July 23. 2021 

Signature: "'~-:) V,j'A h 
6'.,A,., - I 

Title: Director of Environmental Planning 

I 
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EAF Mapper Summary Report Tuesday, July 20, 2021 2:05 PM 

-
Part 1 / Question 7 [Critical Environmental 
Area] 

Part 1 / Question 7 [Critical Environmental 
Area - Identify] 

Part 1 / Question 12a [National or State 
Register of Historic Places or State Eligible 
Sites] 

Part 1 / Question 12b [Archeological Sites] 

Part 1 / Question 13a [Wetlands or Other 
Regulated Waterbodies] 

Part 1 / Question 15 [Threatened or 
Endangered Animal] 

Part 1 / Question 16 [100 Year Flood Plain) 

Part 1 / Question 20 [Remediation Site] 

Yes 

Name:County & State Park Lands, Reason:Exceptional or unique character, 
Agency:Westchester County. Date: 1-31-90 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes - Digital mapping information on local and federal wetlands and 
waterbodies is known to be incomplete. Refer to EAF Workbook. 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Short Environmental Assessment Form - EAF Mapper Summary Report t 



Agency Use Only llr applicable! 

Project: RBR02 Seoul Field Pathway Improvements 

Da1te: IJuly 2021 

Sl,ort Environmental Assessment Form 
Part 2 - Impact Assessment 

Part 2 is to be completed by the Lead Agency. 
Answer all of the following questions in Pan 2 using the information contained in Pan l and other materials submitted by 
the project sponsor or otherwise avai (able to the reviewer. When answering the questions the reviewer should be guided by 
the concept "Have my responses been reasonable considering the scale and context of the proposed action?" 

No,or Moderate 
small to large 
impact impact 
may may 
occur occur 

1. Will the proposed action create a material conflict with an adopted land use plan or zoning 
regulations? [Z] □ 

2. Will the proposed action result in a change in the use or intensity of use ofland? [Z] □ 
3. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of the existing community'! [Z] □ 4. Will the proposed action have an impact on the environmental characteristics that caused the [Z] □ establishment of a Critical Environmental Area (CEA)'? 

5. Will the proposed action result in an adverse change in the existing level of traffic or 
[Z] □ affect existing infrastructure for mass transit. biking or walkway'! 

6. Will the proposed action cause an increase in the use of energy and it fails to incorporate [Z] □ reasonably available energy conservation or renewable energy opponunities? 

7. Will the proposed action impact existing: 
a. public / private water supplies'! [Z] □ 
b. public / private wastewater treatment utilities'! [Z] □ 

8. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of i mponanl historic, archaeological, 0 □ architectural or aesthetic resources'! 

9. Will the proposed action result in an adverse change to natural resources (e.g .• wetlands, [Z] □ waterbodies. groundwater, air quality, flora and fauna)'! 

I 0. Will the proposed action result in an increase in the potential for erosion, flooding or drainage 
problems? [Z] □ 

l I. Will the proposed action create a hazard 10 environmental resources or human health? 0 □ 

PRINT FORM Page I of2 
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Short Environmental Assessment Form 
Part 3 Determination of Significance 

Agen Use Ont [If a licable) 

Project: RBR02 Scout Field Pathway Improvements 

Date: July 2021 

For every question in Part 2 that was answered "moderate to large impact may occur", or if there is a need to explain why a 
particular element of the proposed action may or will not result in a significant adverse environmental impact, please 
complete Part 3. Part 3 should, in sufficient detail, identify the impact, including any measures or design elements that 
have been included by the project sponsor to avoid or reduce impacts. Part 3 should also explain how the lead agency 
determined that the impact may or will not be significant. Each potential impact should be assessed considering its setting, 
probability of occurring, duration, irreversibility, geographic scope and magnitude. Also consider the potential for short
term, long-term and cumulative impacts. 

The pro;ect will pave and formalize an existing dirt pathway that rs currently being used by the public to access Gramatan Ave. The lnlormal pathway 
runs parallel to Laurel Brook and connects the existing western pathway to Gramatan Ave via a prefabricated footbridge and masonry stairway. The 
footbridge rs not tnvo1ved in any project activities. Access to the site will be by way of the existing western pathway. Any damage done to this pathway will 
be repaired or replaced as necessary. Anc,llary work wm Include rehabilitation or the stairway and associated stone wall, mechanical grubbing, and general 
landscaping. 

The project lies within the 100 year floodplain. Soils present at the site include frequenUy flooded F!uvaquents-Udifluvents complexes. which are poorly 
drained in this location. As the project involves only the paving of a 5-foot wide pathway with no changes to grading, flood llows will not be altered in any 
way. The project wm have no significant Impact to the floodplain, 

The project Is adjacent to the Laurel Brook, which is a small perennial stream and classified as PF01A on lhe National WeUands Inventory. The project 
does not .nvolve any work within the stream bed or banks and will not involve the application of any pesticides or herbicides. The conversion of the existing 
dirt pathway to paved asphalt and the additional landscaping as part of the project will reduce the potential for erosion. Silt fencing and erosion controls will 
be implemented to protect the stream during construction. As such, and because the project will not alter stormwater llow,, the project will have no 
significant Impact on the wetlands or the stream. 

Scout Field is induded in the Westchester County Parks CEA. which was designated to protect the many valuable characteristics of parks from the 
negative !mpacts of nearby developmenl As the project indudes only improvements to the park which will improve accessibility, the project will have no 
significant adverse Impact on the characteristics of the CEA. 

The northern portt'on of the Bronx River Parkway Reservation is listed on the National Register of H,storic Places. However, Scout Field is rocated 
outside of the designated area. Scout Field was also labe'ed as moderately sensitive to archaeological findings in a 2007 Phase 1 report conducted for the 
Bronx River Parkway Reservation. However. as the project involves only superficial ground disturbance necessary for the installation of a pedestrian 
pathway and the in-kind rehabilitation of an existing paved pathway, the project will not disturb site archaeology and will have no significant Impact on 
historic or archaeological resources. 

The site was flagged by the EAF Mapper as being proximate lo a remediation site. However, no remediation sites were identified al or adjacent to the 
project location. One spill report from 2009 was identified, involving a laited tank test. The spill incident has since been closed. The project will involve only 
superficial ground disturbance necessary for the installation of pathways, and will not involve the disturbance of any contaminated soils or water. As there 
are no nearby remediation sites and the project involves only minimal ground disturbance in areas with clean soi!, the project will have no significant Impact 
on human health and safety. 

Because of the lack of significant impacts associated with this project to the subjects listed in this assessment, this project will result in no significant 
adverse impacts to the environment. 

□ 
[Z] 

Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis above, and any supporting documentation, 
that the proposed action may result in one or more potentially large or significant adverse impacL,; and an 
environmental impact statement is required. 
Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis above, and any supporting documentation, 
1hat the proposed action will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts. 

County of Westchester 

Name of Lead Agency 
Malika Vanderberg 

Print or Type Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency 

Signature of Responsible Officer in lead Agency 

Date 

Clerk of the Westchester County Board of Legislators 

ponsible Officer) 
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