
LOCAL LAW INTRO. NO. 2024 

A LOCAL LAW a Local Law 
amending Chapter 780 of the Laws of 
Westchester County relating to the 
requirement that the County receive 
prior written notice of a defective 
condition to maintain a civil action. 

BE IT ENACTED by the County Board of the County of Westchester as follows: 

Section 1. Chapter 780 of the Laws of Westchester County is hereby amended to read as 

follows: 

Chapter 780 

Sec. 780.01. - Notice of defective condition required prior to maintenance of civil action. 

!h No civil action shall be maintained against the County or any of its departments, agencies, 

offices, boards, commissions, subdivisions, its officers or employees for damages or injuries 

to person or property sustained ifl eoAsequeAees by reason of any road, street, parking lot 

and parking field, highway, guide rail, bridge, viaduct or overpass, culvert, sidewalk, ef 

crosswalk, walkway, pathway, boardwalk, step, stairs, or stairway, crosswalk, underpass, 

ramp, runway or taxiway, tree, tree limb, bush, or vegetation, or building or other property 

and land, or any part or portion of any of the foregoing including any encumbrances 

thereon or attachments thereto, under the jurisdiction of the County, allegedly being 

defective, out of repair, unsafe, dangerous, ef obstructed, or in consequence of the 

existence of snow or ice thereon, unless the County received prior written notice within a 

reasonable time before said iniury or property damage was sustained, of such defective, 

unsafe, dangerous, or obstructed condition, or that snow or ice existed on or around the 

items identified above, specifying the particular place and nature of the alleged condition, 

'Nits 1tetu1tlly gh,,efl to the Clerk of the Board of Legislators or the CommissioAer of Publie 



Woflcs and TfanspOFtittioH and there was a failure or neglect within a reasonable time after 

the giving of such notice to repair or remove the defect, danger, Ot' obstruction, or snow or 

ice complained of or to make the place otherwise reasonablr safe. in the itbsenee of :meh 

notiee, tJHless s1:1eh defeetive, 1:1As1tfe, dangefo1:1s, Of obstrtteted eondition existed fur so long 

ft period thitt the sitme shottld hit·,.e been diseo·,.ered and femedied in the exefeise of 

rcnson1tble es.re sfld dtligenee, aor shttll nay ei, ii ttetiaa be fflttifltaiaed agftiHst tl,e Cottn~, 

its offieers or employees €or damages or iAj1:1fies to persofl or pfeperty sttstaiHed selely iH 

eoHseEtt1eHee of the existenee of sHow or iee 1:1pen itny wad, stfeet, highw11y, bfidge, ettlveft, 

sidewall< Of erossws.llt, ttHless pfior wfiUen aotiee thefeof, speeifying the ps.rtiettlaf plitee, 

w S:9 ttetttttU, gi.; en ts the Cleric ef the Bearel ef Lcgislaters er C0fflfflissi0t1er af Pttblie 

Werlts aAd TfaAspertittion and thefe was ft faih:tfe or Hegleet to eause s1:1eh :mew Of iee to 

be femeved or te nulce the plitee otherwise reitsens.bly ss.fe within a reasonable time after 

the reeeipt of s1:1eh notiee. 

b. "Reasonable time" shall mean (i) at least 30 days for conditions other than ice and snow, 

and (ii) at least 72 hours for conditions caused by snow or ice prior to an incident, in which 

damages or injuries to a person or property occurred. 

~ Prior written notice shall be made in writing by certified or registered mail to the Clerk of 

the Board of Legislators or Commissioner of Public Works and Transportation. 

Sec. 780.11. - Submission of notices to Clerk. 

The Commissioner of Public Works and Transportation shall transmit in writing to the Clerk 

of the Board of Legislators, within ten days after receipt thereof, all written notices received by him 

or her pursuant to section 780.01 . 
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Sec. 780.21. - Record of notices. 

The Clerk of the Board of Legislators shall keep an indexed record, in a separate book, of all 

written notices which he or she shall receive pursuant to section 780.01 or section 780.11 of the 

existence of such defective, unsafe, dangerous, et'-Obstructed condition, or snow or ice which record 

shall set forth the date of receipt of such notice, the nature and locations of the condition stated to 

exist and the name and address of the person from whom the notice is received. The record of each 

notice shall be preserved for a period of five years after the date it is received. 

Sec. 780.31. - Other duties not affected. 

Nothing set forth in this chapter shall relieve a claimant from compliance with any other 

provision of law, including but not limited to timely service of a notice of claim in accordance with 

law. 

Section 3. Effective Date. This Local Law shall take effect immediately after enactment. 

jsw-2-8-2024 
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