
LOCAL LAW INTRO. NO.        -2022 
 
 
A LOCAL LAW amending the Laws of 
Westchester County by adding a new 
Chapter 529 in relation to the posting of 
notices warning of the dangers of weapons 
or firearms. 
 
 

 BE IT ENACTED by the County Board of the County of Westchester as follows: 

 

 Section 1.  The Laws of Westchester County are hereby amended by the addition 

of a new Chapter 529 to read as follows: 

Chapter 529 
 

 
DISCLOSURE OF SAFETY RISKS RELATED TO WEAPONS OR FIREARMS 

 
 

Sec. 529.01.  Purpose 
Sec. 529.11.  Definitions. 
Sec. 529.21.  Disclosure Notice. 
Sec. 529.31.  Violations 
Sec. 529.41.  Severability 

 
 

Sec.  529.01.  Purpose 
 
          The purpose of this Chapter to provide for and promote the health, safety and 

welfare of the general public by specifically informing potential buyers of weapons or 

firearms in Westchester County of the dangers of owning a firearm in the home.  

Ownership of a weapon or firearm in the home can lead to accidental discharge, 

preventable suicide, unintended death of a child or other household members or death 

during a domestic dispute. Requiring weapon and firearm dealers to post a warning notice 



 

delineating the risks of weapons or firearms use will provide important information to the 

customer who can then make smarter and safer buying choices.   

    

Sec. 529.11.  Definitions. 
 

a. Dealer.  Any person, firm, partnership, corporation or company who engages in 

the business of purchasing, selling, keeping for sale, loaning, leasing, or in any 

manner disposing of including but not limited to: any rifle, shotgun, firearm, 

machine gun or assault weapon including a semiautomatic rifle, shotgun, firearm, as 

those terms are defined in Section 265.00 of the New York State Penal Law; 

 b.   Firearm.   As stated in New York State Penal Law Section 265, (a) Any pistol or 

revolver; or (b) a shotgun having one or more barrels less than eighteen inches in 

length; or (c) a rifle having one or more barrels less than sixteen inches in length; or 

(d) any weapon made from a shotgun or rifle whether by alteration, modification, or 

otherwise if such weapon as altered, modified, or otherwise has an overall length of 

less than twenty-six inches; or (e) an assault weapon. For the purpose of this 

subdivision the length of the barrel on a shotgun or rifle shall be determined by 

measuring the distance between the muzzle and the face of the bolt, breech, or 

breech lock when closed and when the shotgun or rifle is cocked; the overall length 

of a weapon made from a shotgun or rifle is the distance between the extreme ends 

of the weapon measured along a line parallel to the center line of the bore. Firearm 

does not include an antique firearm; 



 

c.    Weapon.  Any rifle, shotgun, firearm, machine gun or assault weapon including 

a semiautomatic rifle, shotgun, firearm, as those terms are defined in Section 265.00 

of the New York State Penal Law; 

 d.   Site. The facility where a sale and transfer of weapons or firearms is conducted. 

  

Sec.  529.21. Disclosure Notice.  

a.   Every Dealer located in the County of Westchester and engaged in the retail 

business of selling weapons shall not sell, deliver, transfer or otherwise dispose of 

any weapon to another person unless a notice is posted in the Site where such 

weapons or firearms are displayed or delivered to the purchaser at the entrance to 

the site and in at least one additional area where sales occur conspicuously stating, 

in no smaller than 24-point type and on paper at least 8 and 1/2 inches by 11 inches 

in bold print the following warning: 

WARNING 
 
THE PRESENCE OF A WEAPON OR FIREARM IN 
THE HOME SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASES THE RISK 
OF SUICIDE, HOMICIDE, DEATH DURING 
DOMESTIC DISPUTES AND UNINTENTIONAL 
DEATHS TO CHILDREN, HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS 
AND OTHERS. IF YOU OR A LOVED ONE IS 
EXPERIENCING DISTRESS AND/OR DEPRESSION, 
CALL THE CRISIS PREVENTION AND RESPONSE 
TEAM AT (914) 925-5959 or THE NATIONAL SUICIDE 
HOTLINE AT (800) 273-TALK (8255). 
 
 

b.  The County Clerk shall provide all applicants for handgun licenses and 

renewals a written copy of a warning notice conspicuously stating in no smaller 



 

than 24-point type and on paper at least 8 and 1/2 inches by 11 inches in bold 

print the following warning: 

WARNING 
 
THE PRESENCE OF A WEAPON OR FIREARM IN 
THE HOME SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASES THE RISK 
OF SUICIDE, HOMICIDE, DEATH DURING 
DOMESTIC DISPUTES AND UNINTENTIONAL 
DEATHS TO CHILDREN, HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS 
AND OTHERS. IF YOU OR A LOVED ONE IS 
EXPERIENCING DISTRESS AND/OR DEPRESSION, 
CALL THE CRISIS PREVENTION AND RESPONSE 
TEAM AT (914) 925-5959 or THE NATIONAL SUICIDE 
HOTLINE AT (800) 273-TALK (8255).  
 
   

c.  The County of Westchester and its agencies, officers or employees shall not be 

liable to any party by reason of any injury or damage resulting from the failure of 

any person subject to this Chapter, to comply with this Chapter, or by reason or in 

consequence of any act or omission in connection with the implementation or 

enforcement of this Chapter. 

 

Sec. 529.31.  Violations. 

        Any infraction of this Chapter, or any rule promulgated thereunder, shall be a 

violation punishable by imprisonment of not more than fifteen days or by a fine of not 

more than two hundred fifty dollars ($250), or both.   

 

Sec.  529.41.  Severability. 

         If any word, phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part of this Chapter 

shall be adjudged by any Court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment 



 

shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its 

operation to the words, phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part thereof 

directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment shall have been rendered. 

 

 §2.  This Local Law shall be effective ninety (90) days after its adoption. 
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