
HONORABLE BOARD OF LEGISLATORS 
THE COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER, NEW YORK 

Your Committee is in receipt of a communication from the County Executive 

recommending the approval of an Act, which, if adopted, would authorize the County of 

Westchester (the "County"), acting by and through its Department of Emergency Services 

("Department"), to enter into a Regional Partnership Agreement ("RPA") with Putnam County 

("Participating Partner") in order to receive funding from the New York State Division of 

Homeland Security and Emergency Services ("DHSES") under DHSES's FY 2023 Technical 

Rescue/Urban Search and Rescue Assets Grant Program (''2023 Technical Rescue & USAR 

Program" or "Program"). As your Honorable Board is aware, Section 119-o of the New York State 

General Municipal Law requires your Honorable Board's approval whenever the County enters 

into intermunicipal agreements ("IMA") with other municipalities which involve shared services 

or performing services one for the other. 

Your Committee is advised that DHSES is awarding One Hundred Thousand 

($100,000.00) Dollars to the County, as the principal point of contact with DH SES for application, 

management and administration· of grant agreement - TR23-1006-E00 ("Grant Agreement"), in 

order for the Department to draft specifications and purchase Technical Rescue equipment for the 

Department's Technical Rescue Response Team and the Participating Partner's Technical Rescue 

Team. Funding for this initiative is provided by the United States Department of Homeland 

Security through its State Homeland Security Program. 

Your Committee is further advised that under the RPA, the Department will, amongst other 

things, purchase stabilization and shoring equipment, rope rescue equipment and related items and 

structural .collapse rescue equipment to provide shared search and rescue services within 

Westchester County and/or Putnam County, as required by the Grant Agreement. Also, pursuant 

to the RPA, the Department is to take delivery of the equipment, perform repair and maintenance 

of same under warranty and maintenance contract(s), and distribute same to the Participating 

Partner as well as establish an equipment inventory process to be used by the Participating Partner. 



In addition, the Department will be responsible to continue to train with regional partners, 

maintain all title and interest to the Technical Rescue Equipment, submit all required fiscal 

reporting documents and maintain all appropriate records pertaining to the Program. Furthermore, 

the Participating Partner shall be responsible for coordinating with the Department to implement 

all projects funded under the 2023 Technical Rescue & USAR Program. 

Your Committee is also advised that the term of the RPA will commence upon execution 

and remain in effect for a period of five (5) years. 

The Department has informed your Committee that implementation of the 2023 Tech 

Rescue & USAR Program between the Department and the Participating Partner will enhance 

regional response during critical search and rescue operations as well as promote the development, 

sustainment and/or enhancement of technical rescue/urban search and rescue assets amongst the 

County and the Participating Partner which will greatly assist in critical search and rescue 

operations within Westchester and Putnam counties. 

The Department of Planning has advised your Committee that based on its review, the 

authorization of the proposed RPA may be classified as a Type "II" action pursuant to the State 

Environmental Quality Review Act and its implementing regulations, 6 NYCRR Part 617 

("SEQR"). Therefore, no environmental review is required. Your Committee has reviewed the 

annexed SEQR documentation and concurs with this recommendation. 

Your Committee has been advised that a majority of the voting strength of the Board of 

Legislators is required to adopt the annexed Act. After review and careful consideration, your 

Committee recommends favorable action upon the proposed legislation. 
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White Plains, New York 
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SUBJECT: FY23 Technical Rescue & Urban Search & Rescue RPA xB NO FISCAL IMPACT PROJECTED 

El GENERAL FUND 

Total Current Year Expense 

Total Current Year Revenue 

Source of Funds (check one): 

N/A 
Identify Accounts: 

OPERATING BUDGET IMPACT 

SECTION A· FUND 

AIRPORT FUND SPECIAL DISTRICTS FUND 

SECTION B • EXPENSES AND REVENUES 

$0 

$0 

Current Appropriations 

Additional Appropriations 

Transfer of Existing 

Appropriations Other (explain) 

Potential Related Operating Budget Expenses: Annual Amount $0 

Describe: An Act authorizing the County of Westchester, acting by and through its Department of 

Emergency Services to enter into a Regional Partnership Agreement with Putnam County in order to receive 

funding from NYSDHSES under the FY2023 Technical Rescue & Urban Search & Rescue Grant Program 

Potential Related Operating Budget Revenues: Annual Amount $0 

Describe: 

Anticipated Savings to County and/or Impact on Department Operations: 

Current Year: 

Next Four Years: ------------------------------

7 /1 
Prepared by: 

Title: 

Julia Criscitelli 

Budget Specialist Ill 

Ap~lfroved by: ~ ~ ,._.... _ .,. 'I.~ 
i' V ' Budget Director 

Department: Emergency Services Date: 

Date: 05/19/2026 



§NESTC-HESTEIU 
COUNTY. 

TO: Carla Chaves, Senior Assistant County Attorney 
Department of Law 

FROM: David S. Kvinge, AICP, RLA, CFM"'=r~_A/ 
Assistant Commissioner ~--

DA TE: May 21, 2026 

Memorandum 
Department of Planning 

SUBJECT: STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW FOR REGIONAL 
PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT WITTH PUTNAM COUNTY FOR 
TECHNICAL RESCUE/URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE GRANT 
PROGRAM 

PROJECT/ACTION: Entrance of the County, acting by and through its Department of 
Emergency Services, into a regional partnership agreement with Putnam County in order to receive 
funding from the New York State Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services 
(NYSDHS) under the FY2023 Technical Rescue/Urban Search and Rescue Grant Program. This 
funding will be used to purchase stabilization and shoring equipment, rope rescue equipment and 
related items, and structural collapse rescue equipment to provide shared search and rescue services 
within Westchester County and/or Putnam County, as required by the grant agreement. 

With respect to the State Environmental Quality Review Act and its implementing regulations 
6 NYCRR Part 617, the Planning Department recommends that no environmental review is 
required because the project/action may be classified as a TYPE II action pursuant to 
section(s ): 

■ 617.5(c)(26): routine or continuing agency administration and management, not including new 
programs or major reordering of priorities that may affect the environment; 

■ 617.S(c)(Jl): purchase or sale of furnishings, equipment or supplies, including surplus 
government property, other than the following: land, radioactive material, pesticides, herbicides, 
or other hazardous materials. 

Comments: The County has received funding under this program in the past. The partnership 
agreement will allow the County to apply for increased funding from the NYSDHS grant program. 

DSK/cnm 
cc: Emily Saltzman, Director of Operations 

Paula Friedman, Assistant to the County Executive 
Tami Altschiller, Assistant Chief Deputy County Attorney 
Susan Spear, Department of Emergency Services 
Claudia Maxwell, Principal Environmental Planner 



ACT NO. 2026-

AN ACT authorizing the County of 
Westchester to enter into a Regional 
Partnership Agreement with Putnam 
County in order to receive funding from 
the New York State Division of 
Homeland Security and Emergency 
Services under the FY 2023 Technical 
Rescue/Urban Search and Rescue Assets 
Grant Program. 

BE IT ENACTED by the County Board of the County of Westchester as 

follows: 

Section I. The County of Westchester ("County"), acting by and through its Department 

of Emergency Services ("Department"), is hereby authorized to enter into a Regional Partnership 

Agreement ("RPA") with Putnam County, acting by and through its Department of Emergency 

Services ("Participating Partner") in order to receive funding from the New York State Division 

of Homeland Security and Emergency Services ("DHSES") under DHSES's FY 2023 Technical 

Rescue/Urban Search and Rescue Assets Grant Program ("2023 Technical Rescue & USAR 

Program" or "Program") to draft specifications and purchase Technical Rescue equipment such as 

stabilization and shoring equipment, rope rescue equipment and related items and structural 

collapse rescue equipment, for the Department's Technical Rescue Response Team and the 

Participating Partner's Technical Rescue Team. 

§2. The RPA will commence upon execution and remain in effect for a period of five (5) 

years. 

§3. The County Executive or his authorized designee be and hereby is authorized and 

empowered to execute any and all instruments and to take all action necessary and appropriate to 

effectuate the purposes hereof. 

§4. This Act shall take effect immediate ly. 


