
800 Michaelian Office Bldg.
148 Martine Avenue, 8th Floor

White Plains, NY 10601
www.westchesterlegislators.comCommittee Chair: David Imamura

Law & Major Contracts

Meeting Agenda

Committee Room10:00 AMMonday, June 2, 2025

Joint with B&A

CALL TO ORDER

Please note: Meetings of the Board of Legislators and its committees are held at the 
Michaelian Office Building, 148 Martine Avenue, White Plains, New York, 10601, and 
remotely via the WebEx video conferencing system. Legislators may participate in person or 
via Webex. Members of the public may attend meetings in person at any of its locations, or 
view it online on the Westchester County Legislature’s website: 
https://westchestercountyny.legistar.com/ This website also provides links to materials for all 
matters to be discussed at a given meeting.

Legislator Emiljana Ulaj will be participating remotely from 520 White Plains Road, Tarrytown, 
NY 10591.
Legislator Colin Smith will be participating remotely from 1132 Main Street, Suite 1, Peekskill, 
NY 10566.

MINUTES APPROVAL

Monday, May 5, 2025 at 11:00 a.m.

I.  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

ACT - Lawsuit Settlement - Neville v County of Westchester2025-1941.

AN ACT authorizing the County Attorney to settle the lawsuit of Laura Neville, as 
administrator of the Estate of Bryce Neville, the County of Westchester and William Johnson, 
in the amount of TWO HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND ($250,000) DOLLARS, inclusive of 
attorney's fees.
COMMITTEE REFERRAL: COMMITTEES ON BUDGET & APPROPRIATIONS AND LAW & 
MAJOR CONTRACTS
 

Guests: Law Dept.: County Attorney John Nonna, Assistant Chief County Attorney Jane 
Hogan Felix, and Associate County Attorney Francesca Mountain 

ACT - Costco Wholesale Opioid Settlment2025-2112.

AN ACT authorizing the County of Westchester to settle the claims against Costco Wholesale 
Corporation in an adversary proceeding filed in the Supreme Court of the State of New York, 
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Westchester County, titled The County of Westchester v. Purdue Pharma, et al., transferred 
to the coordinated proceeding before Judge Garguilo in the Supreme Court of the State of 
New York, Suffolk County and then transferred to the Supreme Court of the State of New 
York, Westchester County arising out the alleged abuse and misuse of opioids.
COMMITTEE REFERRAL: COMMITTEES ON BUDGET & APPROPRIATIONS AND LAW & 
MAJOR CONTRACTS
 

Guests: Law Dept.: County Attorney John Nonna and Associate County Attorney Loren 
Zeitler

II.  OTHER BUSINESS

III.  RECEIVE & FILE

ADJOURNMENT
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\Ve$tchester 
County 

Kenneth Jenkins 
County Executive 

Office of the County Attorney 

John M. Nonna 
County Attorney 

Westchester County Board of Legislators 
County of Westchester 
800 Michaelian Office Building 
148 Martine A venue 
White Plains, New York 10601 

April 17, 2025 

Re: Request for authorization to settle the lawsuit of Laura Neville, As Administrator 
of the Estate of Bryce Neville v County of Westchester and William Johnson, in 
Supreme Couti Westchester County, Index No. 64253/2020, in the amount of 
$250,000.00, inclusive of attorney's fees. 

Dear Honorable Members of the Board: 

Attached for your consideration is an Act, which if enacted by your Board, would 
authorize the settlement of the lawsuit of Laura Neville, As Administrator of the Estate of Bryce 
Neville v County of Westchester and William Johnson, in Supreme Court Westchester County, 
Index No. 64253/2020, in the amount of $250,000.00, inclusive of attorney's fees. 

This matter is pending in the Westchester County Supreme Court before the Honorable 
Joan B. Lefkowitz. The lawsuit tentatively settled, pending this Board's approval and approval 
by the Westchester County Surrogate's Court for a total amount of $250,000.00 inclusive of 
attorney's fees. 

Michael Sussman, Esq. of Sussman & Associates, 1 Railroad Avenue, Goshen New York 
10924, is representing the plaintiff, Laura Neville. 

This matter arises out of an altercation that took place on January 30, 2020 at the 
Westchester County Department of Correction. The plaintiffs decedent, Bryce Neville 
("Neville") and Co-defendant, William Johnson, ("Johnson") were housed in the Youth 
Offenders Program ("YOP") in the New Jail. Johnson entered the program in July 2019 and 
Neville entered the program on January 24, 2020. On January 30, 2020 at approximately 6:36 
p.m. Johnson struck Neville with a single punch to the head, causing Neville to fall to the ground 
and strike his head. A second inmate was standing nearby with the apparent task of distracting 
Neville so that he didn't see the punch before it landed. Neville was transported to the 
Westchester County Medical Center where he was treated for his injuries and later died on 
February 3, 2020. The cause of death was determined to be blunt force trauma to the head and 
the manner of death was determined to be homicide. ~RED CE 

~II fu 
Michaelian Office Building, Room 600 
148 Martine Avenue 
White Plains, New York 10601 Telephone: (914)995-2660 Website: WestchesterCountyNY.gov 
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Plaintiff claims that the County should have known that Johnson posed a risk of harm to 
Neville as well as other members of the YOP and that the County was negligent in failing to 
protect Neville. Finally, Plaintiff claims that it was the County's negligence that was the 
proximate cause of the plaintiffs' injuries and death. The County has denied these allegations. 

The settlement takes into consideration the uncertainty of litigation and the potential costs 
of trial, the exposure to a substantial jury verdict, subsequent proceedings and potential appeal. 
The accompanying Act will authorize settlement of the lawsuit entitled of Laura Neville, As 
Administrator of the Estate of Bryce Neville v The County of Westchester and William Johnson, 
in the amount of $250,000.00 inclusive of attorney's fees. 

JMN/jhf 

Very tru~ yot11, 

~,ii '11 <nvu,J 
{o~~M. N nn4 
County Attorney 
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BOARD OF LEG ISLA TORS 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER 

Your Committee is in receipt of a proposed Act, which if enacted by your Board, would 

authorize the settlement of the lawsuit of Laura Neville. As Administrator of the Estate of Bryce 

Neville v The County of Westchester and William Johnson. in the amount of$250,000.00, 

inclusive of attorney's fees. 

This matter is pending in the Westchester County Supreme Court before the Honorable 

Joan B. Lefkowitz. The lawsuit tentatively settled, pending this Board's approval and approval 

by the Westchester County Surrogate's Court for a total amount of $250,000.00. inclusive of 

attorney's fees. 

Michael Sussman, Esq. of Sussman & Associates, 1 Railroad Avenue, Goshen New York 

10924, is representing the plaintiff, Laura Neville. 

This matter arises out of an altercation that took place on January 30, 2020 at the 

Westchester County Department of Correction. The plaintiffs decedent, Bryce Neville 

("Neville") and Co-defendant, William Johnson, ("Johnson") were housed in the Youth 

Offenders Program ("YOP") in the New Jail. Johnson entered the program in July 2019 and 

Neville entered the program on January 24, 2020. On January 30, 2020 at approximately 6:36 

p.m. Johnson struck Neville with a single punch to the head, causing Neville to fall to the ground 

5



and strike his head. A second inmate was standing nearby with the apparent task of distracting 

Neville so that he didn't see the punch before it landed. Neville was transported to the 

Westchester County Medical Center where he was treated for his injuries and later died on 

February 3, 2020. The cause of death was determined to be blunt force trauma to the head and 

the manner of death was determined to be homicide. 

Plaintiff claims that the County should have known that Johnson posed a risk of harm to 

Neville as well as other members of the YOP and that the County was negligent in failing to 

protect Neville. Finally, Plaintiff claims that it was the County's negligence that was the 

proximate cause of the plaintiffs' injuries and death. The County has denied these allegations. 

The settlement takes into consideration the uncertainty of litigation and the potential costs 

of trial, the exposure to a substantial jury verdict, subsequent proceedings and potential appeal. 

The accompanying Act will authorize settlement of the lawsuit entitled of Laura Neville, As 

Administrator of the Estate of Bryce Neville v The County of Westchester and William Johnson, 

in the amount of $250,000.00 inclusive of attorney's fees. 

Your Committee has carefully considered the subject matter, the settlement proposal, the 

attached Act and recommends authorizing the County Attorney or his designee to settle the 

lawsuit entitled Laura Neville, As Administrator of the Estate of Bryce Neville v The County of 
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Westchester and William Johnson, in the amount of$250,000.00, inclusive of attorney's fees. 

An affirmative vote of a majority of the Board is required to pass this legislation. 

Dated: White Plains, New York 

, 2025 

COMMITTEE ON 
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ACT NO. -2025 

AN ACT authorizing the County Attorney to settle 
the lawsuit of Laura Neville. As Administrator of 
the Estate of Bryce Neville The County of 
Westchester and William Johnson. Westchester 
County Supreme Court Index No. 64253/2020, in 
the amount of$250,000.00, inclusive of attorney's 
fees 

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Legislators of the County of Westchester as follows: 

Section 1. The County Attorney is authorized to settle the lawsuit of Laura Neville. As 

Administrator of the Estate of Bryce Neville v The County of Westchester and William Johnson. 

in the amount of $250,000.00, inclusive of attorney's fees. 

Section 2. The County Attorney or his designee is hereby authorized and empowered to 

execute and deliver all documents and take such actions as the County Attorney deems necessary 

or desirable to accomplish the purpose of this Act. 

Section 3. This Act shall take effect immediately. 
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SUBJECT: 

0GENERAL FUND 

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

Lawsuit Settlement: Neville, Bryce □No FISCAL IMPACT PROJECTED 

OPERATING BUDGET IMPACT 
To Be Completed by Submitting Department and Reviewed by Budget 

SECTION A - FUND 

□AIRPORT FUND □SPECIAL DISTRICTS FUND 

SECTION B - EXPENSES AND REVENUES 

Total Current Vear Expense 

Total Current Vear Revenue 

$ 

$ 

250,000 

Source of Funds (check one): Ocurrent Appropriations □Transfer of Existing Appropriations 

□Additional Appropriations 0other (explain) 

Identify Accounts: 6N Fund: 615 59 0700 4450 4280 04 

Potential Related Operating Budget Expenses: Annual Amount N/A -------
Describe: Settlement of the Law suit of Laura Neville As Adm in of the Estate 

of Bryce Neville G200019 

Potential Related Operating Budget Revenues: Annual Amount N/A -------
Describe: 

Anticipated Savings to County and/or Impact on Department Operations: 

Current Vear: N/A ------------------------------

Next Four Years: N/A ---'------------------------------

Prepared by: Jane Hogan-Felix 

Title: Assistant Chief Deputy County Attorne\ '7~•wed By: (J/4:k,, /4~ 
Department: 

Date: 

Law 

April 21, 2025 

~p.,<~ Budget Director 

Date: 4./aa/ ;l 5 

9



WESTC+IESTER 

Kenneth W. Jenkins 
County Executive 

COUNTYr 

Office of the County Attorney 

John M. Nonna 
County Attorney 

May 6, 2025 

Westchester County Board of Legislators 
800 Michaelian Office Building 
148 Martine A venue 
White Plains, NY 10601 

Re: An Act authorizing the County of Westchester to settle the claims against Costco 
Wholesale Corporation in an adversary proceeding filed in the Supreme Court of 
the State of New York, Westchester County, titled The County of Westchester v. 
Purdue Pharma, et al., Index No. 51606/2018, transferred to the coordinated 
proceeding before Judge Garguilo in the Supreme Court of the State of New 
York, Suffolk County and then transferred to the Supreme Court of the State of 
New York, Westchester County 

Dear Honorable Members of the Board: 

Attached for your review is proposed legislation that, if enacted, would authorize the 
County of Westchester to enter a settlement and general release agreement fully resolving the 
claims against Costco Wholesale Corporation ("Costco") in an adversary proceeding filed in the 
Supreme Court of the State of New York, Westchester County, titled The County of Westchester 
v. Purdue Pharma, et al., Index No. 51606/2018, transferred to the coordinated proceeding in the 
Supreme Court of the State of New York, Suffolk County and then transferred to the Supreme 
Court of the State of New York, Westchester County (the "Instant Proceeding"). 

The Instant Proceeding 

On February 6, 2018, the County commenced an action against opioid manufacturers, 
distributors and dispensers in the Supreme Court of the State of New York, County of 
Westchester. The Complaint asserted several causes of action, such as deceptive marketing, 
false advertising, public nuisance, misrepresentation, fraud, negligence, and unjust enrichment 
and conspiracy, alleging that each of the Defendants contributed to the opioid epidemic that 
Westchester County has been battling and will continue to battle for the foreseeable future. The 
causes of action against the various Defendants are based on claims that they contributed to the 
opioid epidemic by violating state and federal statutes related to the manufacturing, distribution 

Michaelian Office Building 
148 Martine Avenue 
White Plains, New York 10601 

westchestercountyny.gov 
Telephone: (914) 995-2600 Website: 
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and sale of opioids, all of which contributed to a public health crisis. Since the litigation's 
inception in 2018, many of the County's claims against the Defendants have been resolved 
through settlement. 

Terms of the Proposed Settlement 

Defendant Costco was added as a Defendant in April 2023. Costco has offered to settle 
the claims against it related to opioid use and misuse, including those brought by the County. 
Pursuant to an allocation formula, if the County participates in the settlement, the County will be 
paid a lump-sum payment of approximately $200,000. There are no requirements or limitations 
on how these funds can be used and there are no reporting requirements. There is a 
Confidentiality provision, in which the County must agree that it will not directly or indirectly 
issue any press release or the like regarding this Settlement and its terms. 

In order to become a party to the Settlement Agreement, Westchester County has to do 
the following: 

1. Sign (or give Napoli Shkolnik permission to sign on Westchester County's 
behalf) Exhibit "B" to the Costco Master Settlement Agreement (Settling 
Subdivision Participation and Release Form), attached as Exhibit "A" hereto; 

Recommendation of Westchester County Attorney's Office 

Litigation concerning the opioid epidemic has been pending for over seven years. 
Westchester County has suffered tremendous losses and continues to suffer the effects of the 
epidemic and will for the foreseeable future. The funds it will receive in this settlement will help 
offset some of those costs and can be used for future abatement purposes. The County Attorney 
recommends accepting this settlement, as opposed to assuming the risks and burdens of litigating 
against this Defendant individually. 

I respectfully request authority from this Board pursuant to Section 158.11 of the 
Westchester County Charter to settle the above-referenced matter. I therefore recommend 
passage of the accompanying Act. 

2 
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EXHIBIT A 
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Exhibit B 

Costco Wholesale Corporation 
Settling Subdivision Participation and Release Form 

Governmental Entity: State: 
Authorized Official: 

Address 1: 
Address 2: 
City, State, Zip: 
Phone: 
Email: 

The governmental entity identified above ("Settling Subdivision"), in order to obtain and 
in consideration for the benefits provided to the Governmental Entity pursuant to the Master 
Settlement Agreement dated _______ , 2025 ("Costco Settlement"), and acting through 
the undersigned authorized official, hereby elects to participate in the Costco Settlement, release 
all Released Claims against all Released Entities, and agrees as follows. 

1. The Governmental Entity is aware of and has reviewed the Costco Settlement, understands 
that all terms in this Settling Subdivision Participation and Release Form have the 
meanings defined therein, and agrees that by executing this Settling Subdivision 
Participation and Release Form, the Governmental Entity elects to participate in the Costco 
Settlement and become a Settling Subdivision as provided therein. 

2. The Governmental Entity through its counsel shall promptly move to dismiss with 
prejudice any Released Claims that it has filed. 

3. The Governmental Entity agrees to the terms of the Costco Settlement pertaining to Settling 
Subdivision as defined therein. 

4. By agreeing to the terms of the Costco Settlement and becoming a Releasor, the 
Governmental Entity is entitled to monetary payments. 

5. The Governmental Entity, as a Settling Subdivision, hereby becomes a Releasor for all 
purposes in the Costco Settlement, along with all departments, agencies, divisions, boards, 
commissions, districts, instrumentalities of any kind and attorneys, and any person in their 
official capacity elected or appointed to serve any of the foregoing and any agency, person, 
or other entity claiming by or through any of the foregoing, and any other entity identified 
in the definition ofReleasor, provides for a release to the fullest extent of its authority. As 
a Releasor, the Governmental Entity hereby absolutely, unconditionally, and irrevocably 
covenants not to bring, file, or claim, or to cause, assist or permit to be brought, filed, or 
claimed, or to otherwise seek to establish liability for any Released Claims against any 

180014128.2 
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Subject to Federal Rule of Evidence 408 and State Equivalents 

Released Entity in any forum whatsoever. The releases provided for in the Costco 
Settlement are intended by the Parties to be broad and shall be interpreted so as to give the 
Released Entities the broadest possible bar against any liability relating in any way to 
Released Claims and extend to the full extent of the power of the Governmental Entity to 
release claims. The Costco Settlement shall be a complete bar to any Released Claim. 

6. Nothing herein is intended to modify in any way the terms of the Costco Settlement, to 
which Governmental Entity hereby agrees. To the extent this Settling Subdivision 
Participation and Release Form is interpreted differently from the Costco Settlement in any 
respect, the Costco Settlement controls. 

I have all necessary power and authorization to execute this Settling 
Participation and Release Fonn on behalfof the Governmental Enti~ 

Signature: kvi, ~ . /J,1,1,1\,y.., 

¼a 1'\l-1 t1\- tJ O µ w J· Name: 

Title: 

Date: 

2 
180014128.2 
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BOARD OF LEG ISLA TORS 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER 

Your Committee is in receipt of a proposed Act which, if enacted by your Board, would 

authorize the County of Westchester ("County") to enter a settlement and general release 

agreement fully resolving the pending claims of the County against Costco Wholesale 

Corporation ("Costco"), pending in a proceeding filed in the Supreme Court of the State of New 

York, Westchester County, titled The County of Westchester v. Purdue Pharma, et al., Index No. 

51606/2018 (transferred to the coordinated proceeding in the Supreme Court of the State of New 

York, Suffolk County and then transferred to the Supreme Court of the State of New York, 

Westchester County) (the "Instant Proceeding") arising out of the alleged abuse and misuse of 

opioids. 

On February 6, 2018, the County of Westchester commenced an action against opioid 

manufacturers, distributors and dispensers in the Supreme Court of the State of New York, 

County of Westchester. The Complaint asserted several causes of action, such as deceptive 

marketing, false advertising, public nuisance, misrepresentation, fraud, negligence, and unjust 

enrichment and conspiracy, alleging that each of the Defendants contributed to the opioid 

epidemic that Westchester County has been battling and will continue to battle for the 

foreseeable future. The causes of action against the various Defendants are based on claims that 

they contributed to the opioid epidemic by violating state and federal statutes related to the 

manufacturing, distribution and sale of opioids, all of which contributed to a public health crisis. 

Since the litigation's inception in 2018, many of the County's claims against the Defendants 

have been resolved through settlement. 
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Defendant Costco was added as a Defendant in the Instant Proceeding in April 2023. 

Costco has offered to settle the claims against it related to opioid use and misuse including those 

brought by the County. Pursuant to an allocation formula used in previous national opioid 

settlements, if the County participates in the settlement, the County will be paid a lump-sum 

payment of approximately $200,000. There are no requirements or limitations on how the funds 

can be used and no reporting requirements. There is a Confidentiality provision, in which the 

County must agree that it will not directly or indirectly issue any press release or the like 

regarding this Settlement and its terms. 

In order to become a party to the Settlement Agreement, Westchester County has to do 

the following: 

1. Sign (or give Napoli Shkolnik permission to sign on Westchester County's 
behalf) Exhibit "B" to the Costco Master Settlement Agreement (Settling 
Subdivision Participation and Release Form), attached as Exhibit "A" hereto; 

Your Committee has carefully considered the matter and recommends approval of the 

annexed Act. The Act, which would authorize the County to enter into the proposed settlement 

to effectuate the resolution of the lawsuit, is in the best interests of the County. 

3 
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Your Committee therefore recommends this Honorable Board approve the annexed Act 

authorizing the County to enter into the proposed settlement of the above-referenced lawsuit. An 

affirmative vote by a majority of the Board is required to pass this Act. 

Dated: White Plains, New York 
May 6, 2025 

COMMITTEE ON 

4 
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ACT NO. 2025 

AN ACT authorizing the County of 
Westchester to settle the claims 
against Costco Wholesale 
Corporation in an adversary 
proceeding filed in the Supreme 
Court of the State of New York, 
Westchester County, titled The 
County of Westchester v. Purdue 
Pharma, et al., Index No. 
51606/2018, transferred to the 
coordinated proceeding before Judge 
Garguilo in the Supreme Court of the 
State of New York, Suffolk County 
and then transferred to the Supreme 
Court of the State of New York, 
Westchester County (the "Instant 
Proceeding") arising out of the 
alleged abuse and misuse of opioids 

BE IT ENACTED by the Board of Legislators of the County of Westchester as follows: 

1. The County of Westchester is hereby authorized to settle its claims against Costco 

Wholesale Corporation in an adversary proceeding filed in the Supreme Court of the 

State of New York, Westchester County, titled The County of Westchester v. Purdue 

Pharma, et al., Index No. 51606/2018, transferred to the coordinated proceeding 

before Judge Garguilo in the Supreme Court of the State of New York, Suffolk 

County and then transferred to the Supreme Court of the State ofNew York, 

Westchester County arising out of the alleged abuse and misuse of opioids. 

2. The County Attorney or his designee is hereby authorized to execute and deliver all 

documents and take such actions as the County Attorney deems necessary or desirable 

to accomplish the purpose hereof. 

3. This Act shall take effect immediately. 
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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

SUBJECT: Costco Wholesale Opioid Settlemen1 □No FISCAL IMPACT PROJECTED 

OPERATING BUDGET IMPACT 
To Be Completed by Submitting Department and Reviewed by Budget 

SECTION A - FUND 

0GENERAL FUND □AIRPORT FUND □SPECIAL DISTRICTS FUND 

SECTION B - EXPENSES AND REVENUES 

Total Current Vear Expense 

Total Current Vear Revenue $ 200,000 

Source of Funds (check one): Ocurrent Appropriations □Transfer of Existing Appropriations 

0Additional Appropriations Oother (explain) 

Identify Accounts: 101-52-1000-9149 

Potential Related Operating Budget Expenses: Annual Amount $ -

Describe: 

Potential Related Operating Budget Revenues: Annual Amount $ 200,000 

Describe: Costco Wholesale Corp Opioid Settlement 

Anticipated Savings to County and/or Impact on Department Operations: 

Current Vear: 

Next Four Years: 

Prepared by: Christina Rampata 1!' ,t Title: Deputy Director Reviewed By: £ - -' -- , 

Department: Budget Budget Director 

Date: May 7, 2025 Date: s }:-::, i;}.~ 
I 
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