George Latimer
County Executive

John M. Nonna
County Attorney

June 5, 2024

Westchester County Board of Legislators
800 Michaelian Office Building

148 Martine Avenue, 8" Floor

White Plains, New York 10601

Dear Honoerable Members of the Board:

1 respectfully request that your Honorable Board adopt the attached Local Law authorizing
the continued use of extraordinary-circumstances videoconferencing for members of the County
Board, its committees, and its subcommittees, and for members of public bodies of the County’s
executive branch,

As you recall on June 29, 2022, Westchester County Local Law Nos. 11-2022 and 12-2022
were enacted by this Honorable Board, consistent with New York State Open Meetings Law (“OML”)
Section 103-a and Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2022. The New York State law enabled public bodies
to expand the use of videoconferencing to conduct open meetings, under extraordinary circumstances,
regardless of a declaration of emergency.

Pursuant to Local Law Nos. 11-2022 and 12-2022, County public body members experiencing
certain “extraordinary circumstances” have been allowed to participate in open meetings, through
videoconferencing, from a remote location that is not open to the public, as long as a quorum of board
members is present in the same physical location(s) where the public can attend.

Consistent with Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2022, Section 2 of Local Law No. 11-2022, and
Section 2 of Local Law No. 12-2022, the use of extraordinary circumstances videoconferencing is set
to expire on July 1, 2024, unless extended.

On April 20, 2024, Governor Kathy Hochul signed into Law Chapter 58 of the Laws of 2024,
Part KK of which provides for a two-year extension (without other modification) of the OML’s
extraordinary circumstances videoconferencing amendment, until July 1, 2026.



Accordingly, I believe that it is in the best interests of the County to pass a Local Law
extending the use of extraordinary circumstances videoconferencing, consistent with OML § 103-a,
Chapter 58 of the Laws of 2024, and the written procedures established by the County Board and the
County Executive.

In light of the aforementioned, 1 respectfully urge that your Honorable Board adopt the
attached LLocal Law authorizing the continued use of extraordinary-circumstances videoconferencing
for members of the County Board, its committees, and its subcommittees, and for members of public
bodies of the County’s executive branch.

Sincerely,
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Enclosure



RESOLUTION NO. —-2024

RESOLVED, that this Board hold a public hearing pursuant to Section 209.141(4) of the Laws
of Westchester County on Local Law Intro. No. ___ - 2024, entitled “A Local Law authorizing the
continued use of extraordinary-circumstances videoconferencing for members of the County Board,
its committees, and its subcommittees, and for members of public bodies of the County’s executive

branch.” The public hearing will be held at __.m. on the day of , 2024, in the

Chambers of the Board of Legislators, 8th Floor, Michaelian Office Building, White Plains, New York.
The Clerk of the Board shall cause notice of the time and date of such hearing to be published at least
once in one or more newspapers published in the County of Westchester and selected by the Clerk of

the Board for that purpose in the manner and time required by law.



TO: BOARD OF LEGISLATORS

COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

Your Committee recommends passage of “A Local Law authorizing the continued use of
extraordinary-circumstances videoconferencing for members of the County Board, its committees,

and its subcommittees, and for members of public bodies of the County’s executive branch.”

Your Committee recalls that on June 29, 2022, Westchester County Local Law Nos. 11-2022
and 12-2022 were enacted, consistent with New York State Open Meetings Law (“OML”) Section
103-a and Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2022, enabling public bodies to expand the use of
videoconferencing to conduct open meetings, under extraordinary circumstances, regardless of a

declaration of emergency.

Your Committee is aware that pursuant to Local Law Nos. 11-2022 and 12-2022, County
public body members experiencing certain “extraordinary circumstances” have been allowed to
participate in open meetings, through videoconferencing, from a remote location that is not open to
the public, as long as a quorum of board members is present in the same physical location(s) where

the public can attend.

Your Committee acknowledges that, consistent with Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2022, Section
2 of Local Law No. 11-2022, and Section 2 of Local Law No. 12-2022, the use of extraordinary

circumstances videoconferencing is set to expire on July 1, 2024, unless extended.

Your Committee has been advised that on April 20, 2024, Governor Kathy Hochul signed

into Law Chapter 58 of the Laws of 2024, Part KK of which provides for a two-year extension



{(without other modification) of the OML’s extraordinary circumstances videoconferencing

amendment, until July 1, 2026.

Your Committee believes that it is in the best interests of the County to pass a Local Law
extending the use of extraordinary circumstances videoconferencing, consistent with OML § 103-a,
Chapter 58 of the Laws of 2024, and the written procedures established by the County Board and the

County Executive.

Finally, your Committee is informed that this Local Law does not meet the definition of an
action under SEQRA and its implementing regulations, 6 NYCRR Part 617. Please refer to the
memorandum from the Department of Planning dated January 8, 2024, which is on file with the Clerk

of the Board of Legislators.

Your Committee recommends adoption of this Local Law.

Dated: , 2024
White Plains, New York
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