
TO: BOARD OF LEGISLATORS 
COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER 

Your Committee recommends the adoption of "A LOCAL LAW amending Chapter 277, 

Article XV of the Laws of Westchester County relating to the Westchester County plumbing licensing 

law." 

You Committee is advised that, in 1993, Section 236 of the New York State County Law was 

enacted by the New York State Legislature, authorizing the County of Westchester to establish a Board 

of Plumbing Examiners that would be responsible for "the licensing, duties, and responsibilities of 

plumbers" within the County. Thereafter, in 1996, the Westchester County Board of Legislators 

enacted Article XV of the Laws of Westchester County, a County-Wide Plumbing Licensing Law, 

which also established the Board of Plumbing Examiners. The law provides the qualifications and 

procedures for obtaining a County-wide plumbing license, and grants the Board power to grant, 

suspend, or revoke plumbing licenses. 

Your Committee is advised that since the passage and implementation of the law in 1996, it 

has remained relatively unchanged. The proposed amendments seek, among other things, to ensure 

the public health by improving the way the Board functions, providing applicants with additional ways 
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to qualify for a plumber's license, and ensuring that licensed plumbers are directly supervising projects 

for compliance with the New York State Plumbing Code. 

Your Committee notes that, for example, proposed Sec. 277.504 increases the number of 

board members by one member, and modifies the requirements for members, which would make the 

Board more diverse and ease the process of filling open positions; proposed Sec. 277.505 and 277 .51 O­

B provide for an Administrative Law Judge to preside over hearings (and the procedure for such 

hearings) to avoid the possibility of Board members having potential conflicts with parties based upon 

prior or existing relationships and to expedite the administrative hearing process; proposed Sec. 

277.507-A allows an applicant to satisfy the proof of employment requirement with prior experience 

obtained through education and military service; while proposed Sec. 277.513(A) increases the penalty 

structure to deter unlicensed plumbing activity in the County of Westchester. 

Your Committee is further advised that the proposed amendments reflect the experience 

gained during the last 26 years since the Board of Legislator's enacted the Plumbing Licensing Law, 

as well as the evolution of the plumbing trade in Westchester County. The implementation of these 

amendments will modernize the Plumbing Licensing Law and better protect consumers. 
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Your Committee is informed that the proposed Local Law does not meet the definition of an 

action under New York State Environmental Quality Review Act ("SEQRA"} and its implementing 

regulations 6 NYCRR Part 61 7. Please refer to the memorandum from the Department of Planning 

dated January 8, 2024, which is on file with the Clerk of the Board of Legislators. Your Committee 

concurs in this conclusion. 

Your Committee, after careful consideration, recommends adoption of this Local Law. 

Dated: Oc+-o'1u 2 J , 2024 
White Plains, New York 

·Vrl 
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COMMITTEE ON 

jsw-10/03/2024 

5 



FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

SUBJECT: Amend Plumb. Lie. Law CH 277-XV □No FISCAL IMPACT PROJECTED 

OPERATING BUDGET IMPACT 
To Be Completed by Submitting Department and Reviewed by Budget 

SECTION A - FUND 

[!]GENERAL FUND □AIRPORT FUND □SPECIAL DISTRICTS FUND 

SECTION B - EXPENSES AND REVENUES 

Total Current Vear Expense N/A 

Total Current Vear Revenue N/A 

Source of Funds (check one): Ocurrent Appropriations □Transfer of Existing Appropriations 

[!]Additional Appropriations Oother (explain) 

Identify Accounts: REVENUE - 25-0200-0200-101-9542 

EXPENSE - 25-0200-0200-101-4420 

Potential Related Operating Budget Expenses: Annual Amount $5,000 

Describe: Administrative Law Judge to preside over Hearings 

Potential Related Operating Budget Revenues: Annual Amount $77,500 

Describe: Plumbing increase to Licensing Fees for Master Plumbers and Journeymen 

Anticipated Savings to County and/or Impact on Department Operations: 

Current Vear: N/A 

Next Four Years: N/A 

,J 
" 

Prepared by: Vincent A. Cassels m,rr:,r 1/ ),I 
Title: Senior Inspector Revi wed By: ~le.. '\ .t". 

V udget Director 
/ ' 

Department: Consumer Protection 

Date: October 7, 2024 Date: /'6. I+ ;) '-f 
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follows: 

LOCAL LAW INTRO. NO. 2024 

,\ LOC\J, J ,AW amending Chapter 
277, 1\rticle XV of the Laws of 
Westchester County relating to the 
Westchester Count)' plumbing 
licensing law. 

BE IT ENACTED by the County Board of the County of Westchester as follows: 

Section 1. Section 277 .502 of the Laws of Westchester County 1s hereby amended to read as 

For the purposes of this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated, unless 

as otherwise indicated by context. Nothing contained in any definition 111 this article shall be 

construed as defining, limiting or establishing the activities, operations or jurisdiction of any union, 

group or associatjon of emplovecs, nor establishing what work is to be done by any such union, 

assoc1at10n or group of employees. 

1. /lppnwlite pl/lt11h('r. ,\ person who is learning the plumbing trade under the direct 

supervision and control of a licensed master plumber or under the direct superYision and control of 

a l1ee11~e<l Journey level plumber who is emplo~'ed by and on the payroll of a licensed master 

plumber. 

2. Hoard. The County Board of Plumbing Examiners created by this artjcle. 

3. C('Ji[/imle 1fco111pe!mry . . \ certificate issued by the Board of Plumbing Examiners to those 

pcr~ons who have successfully completed the examination for master plumber. 

4. Direc/ s1<pe111isio11. The license hokler(s) is physically present at a work site and/or 

immediately available via telephone or other electronic communication means . 

5.4-,Jom·11~y /epe/ plH111her. A person who is employed by and under the dtrecuon of a licensed 

master plumber, who has completed an apprenticeship as is rct1uired het'l'in and who has 

:-ucccssfullr completed an examination for certification as a journey k,·cl plumber. 



6.5-;1\[a.l'!t-r pl11111hn: Any person who engages in or carries on the business of plumbing, as 

defined herein. 

7.6--: Plt1111hcn- !a.1k Jon:e. Two (2) representatives of the Boards of Directors of each of the 

professional and labor associations representing the men and women of the plumbing and/ or 

plumbing inspection trades in Westchester County who sit as a task force at the call of the County 

Executive when needed to recommend appointments to the County Plumbing Board of Examiners 

as prm•i<led for in this article. 

8.1-: />hmt/;it(~- The busmess of plumbing is such plumbing work as specifically ddine<l for 

each municipality within the county in any local ordinances or codes goYerning plumbing work in 

effect in such municipality. In the absence of such local plumbing work ordinances and codes, the 

business of plumbing :-hall include those activities described in the definil ion of "plumbmg" set 

fc:,nh in the New York State Plumbing Code an<l the activity of installing piping, valves or fittings on 

a ptemtscs min a building that will be utilized to convey natural 6~s from the outlet of the point of 

deliver~· to the eq uipment. I lmv,·,·e r, unless specifically prcn·ided for in loci! plumbing \\'ork 

ordinances or co des or in the New York State Uniform Fire Pre\·ention and Building Cock, 

underground utilu-y construction shall not be construed as plumbing. 

_2_.& Ull{/e1;gro1111d 11tih/y m11.,1mitio11. The practice of installing, maintaining and repairing 

underground piping for gas and fuel distribution, sanitarr and storm drainage, public and private 

water supply and footing drains outside of any building, unless a local ordinance or code express!~· 

provides for any :mch practice or practices to be plumbing work. 

Section 2. ~c.·ction 277.504 of the I .aws of \'('estchester County is hereby amended to read 

as follows: 

Sec. 277.504. - Board of Plumbing Examiners. 
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.\. There .. 1hall be ll CotttHf Bonrtl of Plumbing Cx:ttttiflen eon .. ,i.111ng of ten tttetttbel'.s, 1t·ho 8lrnll be 

resident, of the State of NC'.v York imd ·.-vho .,hall be appointed a!, follow,,: 

I. Three l~'la,,ter plumbet·~ who r,o,i,1e-1s ~'e.nche.Hel' ma.Her plumber licen.;cJ /tnd ten rear.,' 

experience :u a plumbmg cnnt1·:1ctor in the plumbing hu.1ine,;,, in the County of 

\\le:itchc .➔ ter ltnt! vvho arc reconuncndcd to the C0tmty I ::cccutive by the Plmnber.➔ Ta ~,I< 

1--'orce. Such cimdidate.< ~,hllll be :tppointcd by the County I ::<ccutivc .,ubjcet to 

confintttttiofl by the County Bontd of J.cgi:llator~. 

2. 'fy,o certified journey level plumbcr.1 with at lea .it ten yearn of experience lit 1he-fttu1·t11..~v 

lev-t:-l- m the County of \X 'eJrche.ner and who .,re n.:cottttt-1ettdcJ.-t-o the Cottttty I :xectttt\-'-e 

l·:xccuti,·c ,mbject to confirmation b_!' the C0t11Hy Board of Legi.,k-t-fflffl;-

-----+--·,h ~(·i-rlttfflmtlg-eodc enforeement 0Cfiei,1L ,vllh ,11 lett:-!~· .. -ycars' e~cli(.-'t'-1t:-!-·im~½t;-l t\' ' 

rltttnhing eode-ett-fut'et:ment official employed in We.itche.1ter County ,md c,1eh 

tm:,;,c:;smg a Wc~itchcster County ma.1tcr rlu1ttbcr'., lieen.K or certificate of competency 

who .1h.1II be recommended to the County E:<ccutivc by the Plumber.I Ta ._;k Force . Such 

candic.bte,i .ihttll be appointed by the Count) E .. -<ceuti'i·e subject to confirmntion b~· th<.: 

County Board of J ,egulator,;. 

---.... - -• ......f}RC m.en--ibcr frorfl cou my gc,·<crnment liccn.ied by the State of New Yori< li,l a 

profc.uionttl engineer who .,lull be ar,pointed b_, the County I ~xceuti'i·c .mbject 10 

confirm111ion by the County Board of Lcgi.,lator.1. 

------ Hm mc,nbcr at large tcprcsenting the general public who .,h,111 be recommended to the 

Gttttt1ty I :!<Cettll~ by the Chainnim of the Bottrd of I ,cgi.,lator.1. Such member shttll be 

a-ppointcd by the county cxecuth·c !1t1bject to eonfirmttci:on by the County Bo:u·d nf 

I ,cgi_ilawr,,. 
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6. One member ,vho j_, etnploycd bf a local munictp,11 government depi11~tmc111 of public 

'Norlu 01· it~l equivalent offiec. Such member shall be recommended to the County 

I :.<ecutfye by the Chalflflitn of the County Board of Legislator:.. Such candidttte ,,hall be 

appointed b:r the County E!tectttive .iubject to confirmation by the Cou1Hy Board of 

J... The re shall 4c a County Boar<l of Plum!>_ingJ~xanuncrs consistin I of 11 n cm! crs who shall 

be residen t:> o f thr State of New Yo rk amLwbp shall be appointed by the Coull!)' li.:i£.cutivc 

SU • Board of Le rishtors: 

lumbin con ractor tn th · lumbin business in the Coun · of 

\X.,cst<.:!wstcr, shall be chosen fro m amo11g.,,-;cvcral recommended by the Plumbers Task 

l~orcc. 

l · 'hrec n en bers who each < ·s :ss · > 1rne_1 lc,·cl -,lumber's cert11ica1ions wifh :n kas1 tt; n 

r ears' experience at the journ~yJev ·I in tbt.: C ou ·I cs er · hall b£,,,choscn frill!.! 

J One memlJ;C.r. n p lumbing cndc enforcement official with 1u least fiyc -cars' e:-. 1erience : s 

an acri,·e p-lumbing code enforcement <>fficial emplor ed in \'(/cstchcstcr Count}' and 

pg;,;;-essin r a \'vestch ·ster Cn 1 ' 1 as ter lumber's license or certificate of com )etenc · 

shall be chosen from among several n:commcnJcd b · the Plumbers Task Force. 

Q ne member. a county official or county employee licensed by the Sr:,te of New York ;ls 

a professional engineer. 

5. Two met b ·rs of the ren ·ml who arc not members of the en rincerin r or )lumbin r 

profc:-::s1on, shall be chosen from scv-;,,m!J:.cco1runcnds,;d br the 'rnir of the \'(/estche..s rcr 

llim11:;~_Htmr of I e rislator~. 
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6. One member, employcJ by a local municipal go\'ernment department of public work:; or 

its ec1uivalcnt office, shall be chosen among several recommended by the Chair of the 

\X/estchester County Board of Legislators. 

7. Of the members first appointed two shall be appointed for terms of two years, and three 

shall be appointed for :1 term of three rears, aml five shall be appointed for a term of five 

years. Their successors shall be appointed for terms of fi\'e years from :md after the 

expiration of the terms of their predecessors in office. 

Section 3. Section 277.505 of the I .aws of Westchester County is hereby amended as 

follows: 

Sec. 277 .505. - Powers and duties of the board. 

·1 he board shall have the following powers an<l duties in a<ldiuon to tho se elsewhere prescnbcd 

111 tlus :tJ rttclc. 

D. The board ma~· suspend and revoke licen:--cs for cause as prescribed in this :t.; rticle. The board 

ma~• 1:-sue and cause to be scn•ed sobpocnas 111 rhc manner prm·ided for in the Cffil Practice 

I .aw and Rules requiring the attendance of witnesses and the productio n of books, insurance 

records and policies, payroll records and papers relative to any hearing held bv tt upon 

compl:tint relati\'e to this la l.J.rticlc. 

I •:. · · c board mar conduct hearing,'\ rcl:ttinf;t to any maucr within its 1urisdiction and shall refer 

all hearings in regards to yiolation,s of tbi,s chapter to ;in administrative law · ud •e who shall 

preside m ·cr the hearinl,! and 1hcre~1ftcr render a written report . 0 i_1ll.a!.!_1 ing findings and 

!:£911nnicnda tion~. 
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I·.. The boar<l ,ihall prepuc and .mbntit a t'eport annually to the County Brntr<l of J ,egi8lator.i on 

or he fore the fir.it <la_. of_luly and lteep 1111 reeortb of 1tl1 Lieen~eg i3.rned, :iu:-ipende<l or revoked 

by it and make (ltteh rceor<l.1 available for public i1~_1pectio1M, the .,ame to be filed i1~ the offict> 

of the Cieri< of the \'lv'c.Hehc~Hcr County Boar<l of I .egigJator., . 

F The: board shall adopt rules and regulations with respect to proceedings before it and with 

respect to any subject matter over which it has jurisdiction under this ftArticlc~ imd .ilrnll du!_< 

G. The board may make recommendations to the \v'estche~aer County Board of Legislators 

regarding plumbing regulations and codes pertaining thereto. 

11. The board may employ experts , clerks and a secretary and pay for their services and such other 

e'\ p<.·nses as may be ncces:,;ary and proper, not exceeding the appropriation that ma~• be rnadl' 

therefor by the \v'e:-.tchester County Board of Legislators for such board. 

L The board sll'lll 11'1ve th ~ mver to ·s .1 lish in is rules and re ,ulations administrative fees for 

the submission of applications for licenses. certifications. renewals. and activities related to 

enforcement of this ,\rticle . 

.1 The Goard shall appoint administrative law ju<lgcs to preside at hearings conducted purs uant 

to this ,\rticle on a rota ting basis from a list provided D)' the Law Department. .,\dmimst rntJvc 

law judges should be {1ualified by reason of experience and education including, but nor limited 

to, experience and education as an attorney admitted to practice law in the State of New York. 

Section 4. Sectio n 277.506 of the l .aws of \Xlestchester Count,· 1s hercl>\' amended to tend . . 

as follows: 

Sec. 277.506. - Issuance and renewal of licenses and certifications; classes of licenses; terms; 
fees; licenses and certifications for individuals licensed outside of Westchester County. 



,\. Issuances aml renewals. The County Board of Plumbing Examiners may issue and renew ;t 

master plumber's license or certification. These instruments shall authonze the indi\'idual to 

engage in the business of master plumber or journey level plumber within the County of 

\'(/estchcster for the period ending the 31st of December of the year in which it is issued or 

renewed. Application for renewal is to be made 60 days prim to th<.: expiration date of the 

license or certification. 1\ll applications for renewal shall be accompamed by the ret1uired 

renewal fee. If application for renewal is not made as prm·ide<l herein, the board ma~', 

nevertheless, renew the license or certification in accordance with the board's rules and 

rcgulalions, provided, funhcr, that the applicant has sati:di<.:d the hoard as to his or her 

t1ualifications in accordance with said mies and regulations. including the assessing of a late 

fct·, as set fonh in in the boards rules and regulations, for renewmg a license and/or 

certification after the expiration <late of the license or certification. 

B. Cbsses, terms aml fees. There shall be the following classifications of licenses and 

certifications with the following terms an<l fees: 

1. .i\faster plumber's license. r\fter a candidate receives a ccrtific:He of competency as a master 

plumber, a license will be issuc<l by the County Board of Plumbing Examiners to permit 

the performance of plumbing work with no restrictions 111 any cit·~•, I-0\\'11 or \'illage 111 the 

county. Such license is hereby rc<1uirc<l for all plumbmg inspectors in citi<.:s w11hin the 

county; however, such inspectors shall be exempt from annual renewal fees. A-thtpplic,1111 ., 

s-lull h:we .meee.ufolly completed fl f.out· rear apprentice program with lice1~.1ed mft:Her 

plumber.; :md h:t\'C five ycu.i' c:<perience flt the joume,,· -kvt:I or h.,vc five _,·e:1~ 

ftf'l'l-re;:ntiec.~kip ifl the e1nplor of :1 liect1:tetl fflMtt:1· plumber :,n<l lu,,c five :,·t'm·.s' flddi+it>n~l 

c:<pcricnec a~ a journcr level plumhef in the employ of liee1ucd tnflJter plumbcr.i :u the 

rct1uircmcnt for .,pplieatjon. 1\ll applicants shall have successfully completed 10 )'<.:ars of 
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experience in the business o f Plumbing ,r, <lefinec.l b r this Article as a m aster plumber p r 

jo urney level p lum ber or an apprentice plmnbcr in the emptor anc.l unc.ler the <lirccr ani,.1 

continuing super\'ision of a lic;cnse<l m aster plumber as the reci,uirement for m,1 1lica ion. 

The annual fee for a master plumber's license is S<>00.00$500.00. 

2. Journe~' level certification. T his certification permits the journev level plumber to perform 

plumbing work under the c.lirec s upen·ision and in the c mplo\' o f licensed master 

plumbers in any city, town or nllage in the county. The ~uccessful completion of .(a) fi,·c 

~·canu .lf experience 111 the business of Plumbing as <le fined by this Article in the emplc>)" 

of licensed master plumbers as an apprentice plumber m: .... (b)Jhe successful com 1let1on of 

a fl\'e-year plumbing apprentice program ~shall be the re<.1uirement for application. The 

annual fee for a certification is S75.00. SS0.00. The cffcefr,·c date for -the ccrtifietti~-m 

~mm i., J.mua-ry ·1, 1997. 

Section 5. Section 277.507 o f the Laws of Westchester County is hereby amended to n.:ad 

as follows: 

Sec. 277 .507. Application for license or certificate. 

,l._-h .\II npplications for a county-wide master plumber's license or iournc~· lcYcl certification 

sh:ill be submitted on forms fornished by the board and shall he :1 cco n1panied by the 

re<.1uircd fee, as herein provided. Each application shall set forth the n ame, residence 

address, business addres:;, telephone numbers and trade namc(s) o f the applicant plw, such 

additional information conc.:erning his or her c1ualiflcations as the l>oard ma)· relJUlrc. -1-lfflttf 

t-tf t'.tt1plo)'f1'tt'Af-1nftf'"~01\S1.u o f, l,ur i.1 nttt--l+Mtt~~ ~1~1HtttT;-ttttl1tfi7"etl 

,H,1tct'\'\CtH,, of hottt'.• ,vorkcd from cmplo., Ct.< or benefit funds, certified copi~ieett~ 

hdd :u n tna.itcr plumber, ttt>ffiftxc<l .Hatcmcnt~, dcmon!Hrntin~mployment a'., a pltttooet'; 
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plumbing llfJfJfenttce trni1~ing diplomt1:i :rnd llllf other proof th,1t can jt1,1tir5 1<"orlong itt tl.c 

plumbing trttde. ,\11 applicants must document their experience by providing one of the 

following: 

I . Detailed social sccunt·y earnings report. 

2. Federal \Y/ 2's showing the applicant's name. the cmplorcr's name and the reported 

income from each employer that the applicant is claiming experience from. 

l Federal Schedule C or K-1 forms showing: prnof of business ownership if the appltcanr 

is sclf-cmplored and cannot produce items 1 or 2. 

B,_~ The f cc for each application under this a ,\rticle shall be fifty dollars (S50.00) for a master 

plumber's license and twenty five dollars (S25.00) for a journey level certification. The 

application fee is in addition ro any other fee ret1uircd to be paid under this aJ,rtick. l·ces 

impo~cd under this a,lrticle for such application shall not uc n.:funJahk 111 the e\'ent of 

f:11lurc to pass the examination. 

Section 6. Chapter 277, , \rticle XV of the J ,aws of \Y/e5tchester County is hereby amended 

to read as follows: 

Sec. 277.507-A. - Credit for Education and Military Service for Master Plumber's License. 

An applicant shall be credited up to three (3) years toward the total years of experience re(1uued 

b)' this .\rticlc in Sec. ?77.506(B) and Sec. ?07.507(:\) for a master phunh(·r's license b~ .suhm11t1n}~ 

satisfactorr proof establishing that the: 

L ,\pplicant is New York State licensed professional (Registered .\rchitect or Professional 

l •:ngineer) or ec1uivalent, who has at least seven (7) years of experience within the ten (10) rears 

prior to application in the business of plumbing as defined by this . \rticle in the employ and 

under the direct and continuing supervision of a licensed i\laster Plumber in the l 1n ited Sta tes. 
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Proof of !,:.d.i.1ca,uonal and professional ltcensure shall consist of official 1rnnsc,:npts from the 

educa tional instinuio n and lener s of ood ~Handin r from the licensing agenc~ 

.l L\pplicant has received a bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering or appropriate plum bing 

r(,'.latc<l ~ngmeenng technolo~-r from an accredited collt;g!,! o r univcrsiQ' n,;gistcrc,<l b):,.,thc__Ncw 

Yi>rk Stats.' Department of Education or e<4uivalenr and has ha<l at lc:1sr c1gh1 (8) yen rs of.J_Q_tal 

cx~ricnce withtn the ten (JO) years .prior to applicacio n in the business o f plumbi11g as defined 

by th is , \ rticlc in the employ an<l under the <lire-ct and continuing supcD'i~ion of a hccnsed 

.hlmtt£1:.J,:_lumber in the_l lnitcd States. Proof of educa tional and work cxpcris.!ncc shall consist 

Qf official transcripts from thl• educational institution and/ or the document:nion ret1uired by 

Sec. 277.507(,\ )(1) of tht:L_\rticle; 

1 : \pplicant has obtained e:xperience in the business of plumbing as defined I>)' 1his .\rriclc or in 

.,m a1;ca related to p lumbing while serving in any b ranch of the United St;atcs ~liltrnq· shall be 

credited with practic~il experience c(1w1! to 25 percent" of rhc number of n1ll1t ar~ \'cars tbe~ 

have satisfactorily completed. which, in no event. howcvcl'. shall cxcec<l three (3) years of 

credit. Proof of experience shall consist of documentation issued by the United States 

Department of Defense, such as a DD Form 214 or et1uivalcnt, detailing: an applicant's mili1a1y 

job specialty, training and/or {1ualificarions: and/or 

:l 1\pplicant has obtained experience in the business of plumbing as defined b} this ,\rticlc or in 

an area related to plumbing in a country other than the United States while actini: in 

accordance with the laws, regulations. and licensing rC{Jlliremcnts applicable in that 

jurisdiction, which shall be credited with practical experience et1ual to 25 percen t of the 

number of ~·cars of experience. which. in no c,·ent, howcYer. sh:111 exceed three (3) )Cars of 

credit . .1.pplicant shall )e re · · erience satisfactor · to_thc Board of 



Plumbing l ~xaminers, and shall be required to provide certified translations of any documents 

not in I ~nglish. 

Section 7. Section 277.508 of the J ,aws of Westchester County is hereby amen<le<l to read 

as follows: 

Sec. 277 .508. - Examination; exceptions . 

.. \. The exammation for a county-wide master plumber's licens<.: 01: journey level ccnification-shall 

consist of a written and ,i practical te~t; the exan11nat10n for a journer level certification shall 

consist of a written test only. , \ complete recorc.l of every examination shall he kept on file 

until three ,•cars after the dav of the examination. 1-:xaminations shall he held at such tmw~ . . 

and plan:s as the board may fix or otherwise arrange. The board may designate or contrac.: t 

with an outs1<le orga11i;,.at1on to create and a<lminister the examination. 

B. (1) ,\n applicant who foil:, an e~rnmination :ihnll be eligible for re e!rntnination ar lht.~n~ 

sehew.tktl-~ftftti:ttft-1:!~te-: .\n applicant who has fa1k:d his or her first exam111a11011 shall 1101 

be cligibk for re examination until at least one month from the date of such failure. ,\n 

applicant who fails two times or more shall not be eligible for further re-examination until at 

least six months have elapsed from the <late of such sccon<l or subs<x1uent failure. 

(2) .\n applicant who foib three C!<aminntion.i .ihall be rct1uirc<l to ~ubmit a new applie.ti-ion 

with ., new liccn.,c fee. 

C. . \pplicants must submit a completed license applicarion within one year of rcccinng- a passing 

grade on rhe examination . .,\nr applicant who <locs not apply within one )'Car s hall he re{1uircd 

to re take rhe examination. 

D. , \pplicants shall par all costs associated with taking the practical test. 
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Section 8. Section 277.509 of the l .aws of Westchester County is hereby amended to read 

as follows: 

Sec. 277.509. - Unlawful use of license or certification; display. 

1\. No holder of a license 01: certification issued under this laj,\rticle shall m11horizc, consent 10 

or permit the use of his or her license or certification by or on behalf of any other pcnmn. No 

person who has not qualified or obtained a license or certi fication under this :tr\ rticle shall 

represent himself or herself to the public as holder of a license o r certification issued under 

this :-1.,_1niclc. No person shall offer, solicit, or bid plumbing work, cu her direct!~·, by 1rn:ans o f 

signs, sign cards, metal platcs-ttt, stationery, or use of the word plumbing in their compan~ 

name unless thcr arc licensed pursuant to this r\rtidcindircetl) m ,111:< -ttt~lef-tttltnttc1· 

what~>t-"\'tf. 1 lowcYcr, nothing herein shall be conslrucd to prohibit th e us<: o f a li ,..:cnsc b~ tlw 

holder thereof for or on behalf of a partnership, corporation or other business associatio n, 

prm·ided that 51 percent or more of the control of the voting capital -;tock of such partnership, 

corporation or other bw,iness association is owne<l by one or more holders of a \'v'estche:,,tcr 

Count-y master plumbing license and that all work performed by such partnership, corporation 

or other bw.iness association is performed by or under the dtrect :rnpcn-ision ... o f such licens<.' 

hokk·r or holders. 

B. \'v'hcnc,·er a licensed master plumber representing a plumbing bus111<:ss which operates under 

a trade, partnership or corporate name severs his or her relationship with such busines:-,, 11 

shall be the duty of both the licensee and the bus111css to notify the hoard of such action within 

.,0 c.la~-s from the date thereof. Failure.: to do so shall be: deemed sufficient cause for denying a 

new license to the licens<.·c and prohibiting the firm to continue in the plumbing business. 
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C. ,\II licenses and certificates shall be numbered 111 the order in which they arc issued and shall 

be in such form and of such color and shall contain such information as may be prescribed by 

the board. 

D. I ~ach license shall at all times be kept conspicuously displayed in the place of business of the 

licensee, and each identification card for master plumber or certified journc~· lcvcl plumber 

shall bc available for inspection at all times. 

I~. I ·'.ach licen.lee _ilutll affi:{ to the pa_i_iengei: .tide front ,·entilator window of all vehicle., owned, 

lea.,ec.l or used for the r,erfonfl,mee of the trnde OI', if the ,·chide i:, 11()l et1uipped with a 

ft'fttmttt>r, the rip;ht front comer of the right wi1'1.dow of e,teh vehicle tued i,, hi_. or her bu:iin~ 

a decal furni.1hed by the board indicllling the ~'c.Hchc:Hel' Counlf liccn3c number. .\II :mch 

~ or truck., .,hnll ,tLm pro1nincntly di:,play the name of the licensee and the bu.1iness 

~~tttr.For vehicles used in connection with all licensed acti\·ities undcr this ,\rticlc: 

L Licensee shall conspicuously affix a decal furnishct.l br thc board to each vehicle used for 

his or her business in connection with licensed activities during the effective term of thc 

license. 

2. Decals shall be available for a fee of SS.00 each. ,\II such vehicles shall also conspicuousl~­

<lisplay the company name, address, and applicable license number(s) that Mc registered 

with the County of \'\'cstchester. 

3. V chicle lettering shall be no smaller than two (2) inches tall or ·t 44-point typc in bold print. 

V chicle lettering shall be in letters and numerals readily legible from a distance of fift ~· fcl't 

during daylight hours and while the motor vehicle is stat1onar~· . 

4. Signage shall be rcc1uircd on both side panels of all vchiclcs. 

5. :\11 vehicle:-; must comply with applicable New York State and 1 :edcral vehicle and traffic 

laws. 
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6. l\lagnetic signage shall be permme<l. 

F. I ~ach licensee shall <lisplay his or her \'v'cstchesrer Cou111y license number on all 

advertisements, stationery, invoices an<l proposal:;. 

G. No indi,·idual holding a master plumber's license or journey level certification issued under 

this aj_rticle shall lend such license or certificate to any person or allow any other person to 

carry on, engage in or labor at the business , as <lefined herein, of installing, removing, alfering, 

testing, replacing or rep:1ir111g plumbing systems on the basis of a certificate of competenc~· 

issued 111 another's name . . \ violation of this subsection by any person holding a license or 

certification sh:ill be sufficient cause for re,·ocation of such liccnse or certification by tlw 

board. 

11. No person shall work at the business of plumbing as :in apprentice without being un<ler the 

direct supervision of a certified Journey level plumber or license<l master plumber. 

Section 9. Section 277.51 0 of the Laws o f Wes tchester County is hereby arrn.:ndt'd to read as 

fc1llows: 

Sec. 277.510. - Suspension or revocation of license or certificate. 

, \. ,\ny license or certification issue<l hereunder may be suspended or re,·oke<l at the discretion 

of the boar<l, in accordance with the rules ,md regulations of the board, 1f the h oard is safisfied 

b) subst~111tial evidence that the hokier of such license or certificate has \'iolated any prm·ision 

of th1.s ft.LJrtidc, the rules ,m<l rcgulatton.s of the board or any other law or ordinance pertaining 

to plumbing. Prior to the revocation or suspension of a hc.ense or certifiuite, rhe holder shall 

receive, in writing, all the particular~ of the alleged ,·iola110 11 and shall ha \'C an o pportunir~ 10 

present his or her dcfen:,;e at an admimstrativc hearing held by th~dan__,_\dminis1rn11,·c 

I .aw Judge. 
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B. The suspension or revocation of a license shall applr to all coullt)' plumbing licenses hclc.l by 

that inc.livic.lual. 

Section 10. ,\rticle :X\' of the J ,aws of \X/estchcstcr Count"\' is herd>,- amended to 111dutk· . , 

new section 277. 510 B as follows: 

Section 277.510-B. - Hearings 

, \. If upon an initial determination b}' the board that, pursuant to the standards set forth in this 

Article, the board is entitled to suspend or revoke a license or cernfication, deny a liceme o r 

certification renewal, or to take anr other appropriate action against the privileges of a holder 

of a license or certification, the board shall cause to be held a hcarin~~ before an administrati\'e 

law judge selected by lhL· hoard. 

B. The hoard shall issue and serve a written 1101ice of hearing by personal se1Y1ce or br Cl:rtified 

mail retum receipt re<.µJ_t·s1·ed to !he holJ_cr oWil,;£_nse or <.;<.:1Jlf1catjQ!1 at the~L known 

business address of such hokier of a license or certificate. 

I. ·1 'he hearing shall be held as soon as possible. but in no case later than 60 dap• after sr.:rdct: 

') 

of the notice of hearing upon the holder of a license or cenilic;,:a1~. N <illvi!.,h.s1.a.rltlin,J,t_ •h~ 

ahm·e, a hearing re<.1uired pursuant to the board's initial determi11:1tion 1h:1t thne i~ 

reasonable cause to suspend or revoke a license or certification shall be held not later than 

15 days a ftcr service of the notice of hearing. 

The notice of !waring shall include the follo\\'ing: 

(i) The time, place, and nanire of the hearing: 

(ii) .\ statement of the legal authority and jurisdiction under which the hearing is to be 

hcl<l. including a reference to particular sections of state la\\'. the laws o f \X'estchcs rcr 

County and/or rules where possible: 
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(iii) , \ statement outlining the matters asserted, including alleged facts supporting the 

1111tial determination: 

(iv) . \ notice th:1t, upon application of the respon<lent, a more detailed and definite 

statement of the matters being asserted will be provided. The board shall make th<.: 

determination as to wh<.:ther the initial statement of the matters asserted is not 

sufficient!}' <.kfinitc. Such determination by the board shall not be subject to judicial 

review; 

(v) The respondent's right to present evidence; 

(,·i) The respondent's right to examine and cross e:-:amme w1tncsscs; 

(vii) The respondent's right to be represented by counsel: 

(viii) 1\ statement that the respondent's failure to appear shall constitute a default by the 

respondent and that the hearing may proceed in the respondent's absence and a 

determination made based solclr upon eYi<lence submitted by the board; 

Q;s) ,\ st;:m:Ln{~nt that interpreter services will be made available to non I ~nglish speaking 

or hearing-impaired persons at no cost: 

{:-:}_, \ statement that ll t.:£.!$ondent mar waive his ri •hi' to H hcaring and acccpr the initi.d 

detc,rminaJ ion nf 1hc board without obj1.:uion, by sig11i11g ,,·here tndicatl'd on and 

1:~turni 1 ~ the noticLl) f h£!1!:itJ~ .P the board to ~ether with _i.11 · fine which ' 'wlli 

assessed br the board in con~unction with such dcn.~rmination. l.' pon the rcccip1 of 

such a 1roperl.): com,plercd acknowled >ement h,\'.. 1he ho:1r,!, ,he hoard shall file "anw 

with the a<lministrari,·c law )udgc along with a notice of cancellation of hearmg; and 

.(:0_}__J.hc name ;md address of the administrntive law iudge for th e; filinW5 of an)" notiq;,s 

or ~:li.-lllJt":>\l!IPl to such procecdin~s. 

C, ,\d1ournmcnts: 

16 



1. The a<lminisrrn tivc law judge tna)' grant an ad,iournmcnt u '-'-""-=-= , to 

the proceeding, provided that an adjournment shall not be for an indefinite pcrio<l of time, 

but shall be .se t down for a dat<.! ccrtam. In the case of a hearin~ initiated due rn an init ial 

determination b)' the board to suspend or re\'oke a license or certificate, emir the holder 

of a license or certificate shall be entitled to rc<.1uest an adjournment, and such hearing 

:il:i:ill not be adj_ournci_l for more than ;,.-.·ven tb}'S, unk:~ b.Plh panics 'IJ.',;rcc. 

2. If an ad journment is to be reciueste<l in a<l\'ancc of the hearing date, such ITljllCSI shall he 

presented to the administrati,·e law judge in writing at least three business days in advance 

of such hearing, aJ.lli .... lihall ~pecifr the reaso n for ~ 1ch req uest" 

3. In considering an ap plication for adjournment of a heanng, the adminisrrari,·e l:I\\ l!Wg£ 

shall con,iii<ler whctl1er the ur ose of the he. rin, will be affected b · the ,ranti 1, of such 

adj<Hirnmcnt. 

ILS.uLWillJ.rn.:i 

J, _ _:i·o aid in the administration o f thi:; law, the adminisJ rarh·c 1;1,,· j ud~I,;'. , 1-,;:;; i~nnt<;d b,1 ,t,.._ 

board in a p articu lar p roceeding, may issue subpoenas in the board's name requirin~\ the 

ll1)em.la1 c · Q.f..a..rnJ the •iving o [ tc~timu n · b · wit 1esses and the 12roc.luctio11 of bpQks. 

papers and other evidence for an}' hearing or p roceeding conducted pursuant to this 

= ~ =.....,_,,,..,,.a..::ae1 .... 1""'for:cement of obedience thereto, and.,pun1sh1rn:n1 

for disobedience thereto. shall be had as and in the manner p rovided b r the New York 

State Civil Prnctice_Law and Rules rclatin. to the enforcement of an ' sub oena issued b · 

a bo ard or o<lmioi$1r.1Jivc law iudg~ 

2. It shall be the responsibilitJ of the patQ' reques ting the issuan <.:e of a subpoena to c ffe<..t 

g:_1;y1ceJ hercof. 
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E. The adminisrrati, e law Judge mar add a p ~1rry ro rhc proceeding upon <luc and adet1uate nonce 

tQ both the part)' to be added and the parties nam ed in the procccdin.gli. 

F. On the re turn <l;m: o [:d1<:arillg, the administrative law 1u<l~e shall note the appearances of the 

persons attending lht· hearing . . \II hearmgs shall be open to 1hc pulV!f.: 

G. Witnes~:- shall be swo rn and tcstimon~slrnll he taken and rcconlc<l_by USC cusithcr iJ CO,llll 

n,;p.Qrte1:s.tLall ·le ·tronic recordin de,·tce. Testimon ' shall be rnnscribed u on the ret1ue,;t of 

an)· interested parry. The partr re(luestin~ the transcript shall pa) the co~b and expenses in 

m nnccnon therewith. 

1-1. The administratfre law _iu<lge shall not be bound by the strict rules of evidence in the con<lucr 

o f .a.hcari!.!g..imtiatcd ppr;,;uant to this chapter, but their find ings of fact ;rnd cclll£Wsicw s of law 

shall be fou1Hkd upon spbstaJ)tjal evidence present<·d allhe lu:a ring.J'li e h c;Lrin~! offiq.,:r shall 

admit.. and consider an} e,·1dencc of miu~;itio n offered ~y Jhe_ hol<ler of a license or 

certification. 

\frer rhe conclusion of a formal hearin~. the admini;:;tr;iJive law ;udge sha ll p repare and issue 

~ or containin~~ a sumt.lliJ!)'.-.O( the c\'i<lcncc., finding,., of focr.._ conclusions o f li1 w _and 

r.e_commQJJation(s) to the board. 

J. The n.~commcnd;:ations o f the administrative law jud ~e ma · inclu<le but shall not be limited tn, 

a n:comrncndation as to whether the board's initial determination should bt· rescinded, 

affinncd. o r modified andLilr_ whether a s11s )cndcd .. ilt.J:9'.itkc>l license or cerufica tion should 

be reinstated unconditionally o r ,upon the CQl]dition that the threat to the health or safct:;,: or 

welfare of t 1e 1 1blic is remedied br the ho lder o f a_JjQ;:11sc o r ccnificarion in a speci fied 

manner according to a specified timctabk. 

K. U.!2011 the conclusion of a formal heartqg.~nsJ afH~r t,:onsideration of the :1dministr a1i , e Im, 

judge's report :m d rec01n nk~ndation;;. and an)· e,,id en~<; u(miti !ation the hoard ;;; hall make a 
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final dcrcrmin:qion based on sub;-aantial evidence, and :,hall g1;cu14,· ;m adminis1ra1in: p rtk:r 

imp lcmcnting.,:;uch decision. 

J ,. If the boor<l de termines that the hearing recor<l is not sufficient to make a fin al dctcnninmion, 

the board may direct a rehearing or re~uire the raking of ~,d<litio nal c\·ideJ1<;_~, 

N- The boaL,d shall cause to be served upon the respondent, copir:- of,J hc ad min j:- trmi,·~ I.a\\,' 

judge's report and the boar<l's final determination and order. Scrvi<.:c s ha ll be 1rn1.dc 111 the 

1m111ner 1rescribed for th0 ervice of notices of hcari.ng, 

N. lnili;x of Decisions 

1. The board slrnll maint;iin an inJc;s, whjch4 l1all_ke acce,fil?iblc b~ computec..01:_u.therwisl' 

which lists by name and subject all final written decisions, dcrermirnitions and orders 

rendered through such hearing proceedings. Such index shall also include by name and 

subject all written decisions. <leterminations and orders rendered pursuant to a slalute 

prcn-iding any party an opportunity to be heard other than rule m:ikin~~- Such index and 

thl· tl'.Xt of anr such written final decision. <letermination or order shall be available for 

public tnspecrton and copying. Copying services shall be prm·ided at a reasonable fee to 

be determined b_ · the commi~-;ion. 1 •'.ach decis1011..._ dj.:terrni11:11io.!l....i.\lHl order shall be 

inck xed within 60 dap; after ha,·mg been rendered. 

T he hm1~l ma~ l!pon ~ md cause and th_e rec.J!lest of a ar.t).'...t<> a hcarin,g,._1lcletl'. from :111~­

such index, decision, determination or order any information I hat, if disclosed, would 

constitute an unwarranted invasion o L,personal pt:iYacy under thl'. 1ron:m>ns o f 

subdivision two o f section eight-nine of the Public Officers I ,aw and m:1~ also ddcte a t 

the n.·c ues t of~ pcrson all reforp 1<,,;es to trade secrets th:11 1f disclosed would _cau~e 

substantial injurr to the competitive position of such person. I 11 forma1io11 which would 
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reYeal confidential material protected by federal or state statute shall also be deleted from 

such index, decision, detennmatton o r order. 

0. Where any Yiolation of this chapter b}' a holder of a license or cenification has caused the 

board or the County to incur ;u1y ~Xj1£nses with re~ ect to enforcement, :mch expenses mor 

!1.c .... ~.:.ha1:,g_ed to the holder of sucl1 liccnst; <>Li"l.:rtification. ln the discretion of the board , suc..h 

e1)penscs mar lu; scparntelr co llected in a Cl\'il suit against such licensee or ccrti6ca tio1.1, 

brough 1 br d~ Couno· ,\ttorner in the name of the Couno· in a COlll'{ of ;eomp1,;tent 

1urisdiction, in the e,·cm tha1 1·hc licensee or rc_gjstranJ_rcfu~es to paJ: such ch; r res n >luntartl.j . 

Section 11. Section ?..77.5 13 of the I .aws of \X/es tchestcr Co unty ts herein· amended to rc:1d . . 

as follows: 

Sec. 277.513. - Penalties for offenses. 

+: tl- .\1w JH:rson who ,·iobtcs any prm·ision of this ttJ_rticlc shall be ,ubject to the: impo ~ition 

of a ci,·il penalt~· of not less than SSOO and not more than SS.(J()() as determined by the 

board following notice and opportunit~• to be heard. I ~ach da)· on which such v1olatto11 

occurs shall constitute :1 separate offense. 1\ny person who is found in ,·iolatio11 of 277.509 

sect ions (.\ ) or (G ) for a second or subse<.1uent violation shall be subject to the imposition 

o f a civil penalt:)' of up to St 0,000 for each day on which a violation occurs. N othing herein 

contamed shall be construed lo exempt an offender from an r other p rosecution or penalt y 

imposed by law. The penalty imposed hereunder and the reasonable costs, disbursement~ 

and expenses attendant to its collectio n shall be recoverable from the offender in the sa me 

civil :1ct1011 broug hr hy the County .\ttomey in the name of the County of \Vesrches rer. 

~ n. .\ny person who, with intent to defraud or decei\'e, knowing!~· makes a false statement in 

the application for a license or the renewal of a license or an application for a plumbmg 
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permit or for a certificate of occupancy or in any application prcn-tded for 111 this ftilrticle 

or in an~- proof or ins trument in writing in connection therewith or unh1wfully performs 

plumbing wo rk ~hall be assc:ssed a ciYil pcnnlcy not to exceed S'.l,1;00.00 :Is dctcrn1med b~ 

the board following notice and opportunity to be heard. Each (la~• on which such ,·iolation 

occurs shall constitute a separate offense. 

;., C The board in its discretion may refer anr matters that n se to the level of :1 criminal offrnsc 

to the office of the District Attorney for further review and appropriate action. 

Section 12. Section 277.514 of the J ,aws of Wes tc hester County i~ hcrebr anwnded to r<:ad 

as follows: 

Sec. 277.514. - Insurance ftfld bond required . 

. \II p<:rsons licensed by this ft, \rticle shall be required to secure in:-;urnnce to protec t their 

l'mplo~·ccs ,md to protect all persons from personal mjury or propcrtr damage that could occu r, 

directly or indirectly, during work performed un<ler a license issued pursuant to this ft t\rticlc. The 

board shall rel1uirc that such insurance must 111clu<le New York Statc workers' compt·nsntH >ll, 

disabilit~·, liability and property damage cm·erngca.~ ,.di iH ,t bond. The m inimum amount of the btmtl 

ttrinsurance policies shall be :;ct by the board con<litione<l upon obse1Y:111<.:e of all applicable laws, 

rules :md regula1ions. I :ach bond ,ind policy :,hall contain a f)ft-Wilttffl"l-ttf- e<-ttlfl~4h1ttt~ In 

addition, prior to issuance of any license or renewal, the applic,1111 shall file sausfactory en den..::e o f 

compliancc with insurancc--atttl-bottd rel1uiremcnts. 

Section 13. Chapter 277, ,\rticlc XV of the Laws of Wes tchester County is hcrcby amcnded 

to read as follows: 

Sec. 277 .516 - Criminal penalties. 
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 Any person who shall maintain, conduct, operate or engage in a plumbing business within the 

County of Westchester without a license as required under this Article or who continues to conduct a 

plumbing business after such license has been denied, suspended, revoked or has expired shall be 

guilty of a class A misdemeanor. 

  Section 14. Within two (2) years of enactment of this Local Law, the Board of Plumbing 

Examiners shall establish a practice exam as required to be administered by this Local Law. Until such 

time as the practical exam is established, there shall be no requirement that an individual pass a 

practical exam as a condition of licensure under this Local Law. Upon establishment of the practical 

exam, the requirement to pass such an exam shall apply to applications received after the date of 

establishment. 

  Section 15. Effective Date. This Local Law shall take effect thirty (30) days after enactment. 
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