
2023.07.07 JRA/SCM 
 

LOCAL LAW INTRO. NO.        - 2023 
  

A LOCAL LAW amending Chapter 425 
of the Laws of Westchester County.  

  

BE IT ENACTED by the County Board of the County of Westchester as follows: 

 

Section 1. Section 425.21 of the Laws of Westchester is hereby amended to read as follows:   

 

Sec. 425.21. Definitions.  

Whenever used in this Chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings 

indicated, unless the context or subject matter otherwise requires:  

[a. “Approach” shall mean to move nearer in distance to someone. 

b. “Eight (8) feet” shall be measured from the part of a person’s body that is nearest to the closest 

part of another person’s body, where the term “body” includes any natural or artificial 

extension of a person, including, but not limited to, an outstretched arm or hand-held sign.] 

[c]a.  “Harass” shall mean to engage in a course of conduct or repeatedly commit conduct or acts 

that alarm or seriously annoy another person and which serve no legitimate purpose.  For the 

purposes of this definition, conduct or acts that serve no legitimate purpose include, but are 

not limited to, conduct or acts that continue after an express or implied request to cease has 

been made. 

[d]b. “Interfere with” shall mean to stop or to restrict a person’s freedom of movement, or to 

stop, obstruct, or prevent, through deceptive means or otherwise. 

[e]c. “Intimidate” shall mean to place a person in reasonable apprehension of physical injury to 

such person or to another person. 
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[f]d. “Invitee” shall mean an individual who enters another’s premises as a result of an express or 

implied invitation of the owner or occupant for their mutual gain or benefit. 

[g]e. “Person” shall mean an individual, corporation, not-for-profit organization, partnership, 

association, group, or any other entity. 

[h]f. “Physically obstruct or block” shall mean to physically hinder, restrain, or impede, or to 

attempt to physically hinder, restrain or impede, or to otherwise render ingress to or egress 

from, or render passage to or from the premises of a reproductive health care facility 

impassable, unreasonably difficult, or hazardous.  

[i]g. “Premises of a reproductive health care facility” shall include the driveway, entrance, entryway, 

or exit of the reproductive health care facility, the building in which such facility is located, 

and any parking lot in which the facility has an ownership or leasehold interest. 

[j]h. “Public parking lot serving a reproductive health care facility” shall mean any public parking 

lot that serves a reproductive health care facility and that has an entrance or exit located within 

one-hundred (100) feet of any door to that reproductive health care facility. 

[k]i. “Reproductive health care facility” shall mean any building, structure, or place, or any portion 

thereof, at which licensed, certified, or otherwise legally authorized persons provide 

reproductive health care services. 

[l]j. “Reproductive health care services” shall mean medical, surgical, counseling, or referral 

services relating to the human reproductive system, including services relating to pregnancy 

or the termination of a pregnancy.  

 

Section 2. Section 425.31 of the Laws of Westchester is hereby amended to read as follows:   

 

Sec. 425.31. Prohibited conduct. 
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 It shall be unlawful for any person to do the following:  
 
 

a. knowingly physically obstruct or block another person from entering into or exiting from the 

premises of a reproductive health care facility or a public parking lot serving a reproductive 

health care facility, in order to prevent that person from obtaining or rendering, or assisting in 

obtaining or rendering, medical treatment or reproductive health care services; or   

b. strike, shove, restrain, grab, kick, or otherwise subject to unwanted physical contact or injury 

any person seeking to legally enter or exit the premises of a reproductive health care facility; 

or 

c. knowingly follow and harass another person within twenty-five (25) feet of (i) the premises of 

a reproductive health care facility or (ii) the entrance or exit of a public parking lot serving a 

reproductive health care facility; or 

d. knowingly engage in a course of conduct or repeatedly commit acts when such behavior places 

another person in reasonable fear of physical harm, or attempt to do the same, within twenty-

five (25) feet of (i) the premises of a reproductive health care facility or (ii) the entrance or exit 

of a public parking lot serving a reproductive health care facility; or 

e. by force or threat of force, or by physically obstructing or blocking, knowingly injure, 

intimidate, or interfere with, or attempt to injure, intimidate, or interfere with, another person 

in order to discourage such other person or any other person or persons from obtaining or 

providing, or assisting in obtaining or providing, reproductive health care services; or 

f. by force or threat of force, or by physically obstructing or blocking, knowingly injure, 

intimidate, or interfere with, or attempt to injure, intimidate or interfere with, another person 

because such person was or is obtaining or providing, or was or is assisting in obtaining or 

providing, reproductive health care services; or 
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g. physically damage a reproductive health care facility so as to interfere with its operation, or 

attempt to do the same; or  

h. knowingly interfere with the operation of a reproductive health care facility, or attempt to do 

the same, by activities including, but not limited to, interfering with, or attempting to interfere 

with (i) medical procedures or treatments being performed at such reproductive health care 

facility; (ii) the delivery of goods or services to such reproductive health care facility; or (iii) 

persons inside the facility. [; or 

i. knowingly approach another person within eight (8) feet of such person, unless such other 

person consents, for the purpose of passing any material, item, or object to, displaying a sign 

to, or engaging in oral protest, education, or counseling with such other person in the public 

way within a radius of one-hundred (100) feet from any door to a reproductive health care 

facility.]   

 
  

Section 3.  This Local Law shall take effect immediately.  
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