
LOCAL LAW INTRO. NO. _ _ 2024 

A LOCAL LAW amending the Laws 
of Westchester County by adding a 
new Chapter 709 relating to the 
establishment of The Westchester 
County Red Light Camera 
Demonstration Program. 

BE IT ENACTED by the County Board of the County of Westchester as follows: 

Section 1. A new Chapter 709 is hereby added to the Laws of Westchester County to read as 

follows: 

Chapter709 

WESTCHESTER COUNTY RED LIGHT CAMERA DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM 

Sec. 709.11. Sh9rt Title 
Sec. 709.21 Definitions. 
Sec, 709.31. Demonstration Program. 
Sec, 709.41. Notice of Liability. 
Sec. 709.51. Adjudication of Liability. 
Sec. 709.61, Prima Facie Evidence. 
Sec, 709.71. Fines and Penalties, 
Sec. 709.81 Defenses. 
Sec. 709.91 Annual Report. 
Sec, 709.101 Traffic Control Signal Photo Violation-Monitoring System Eqyjpment. 
Sec. 709,111 Severability, 

Sec. 709.11 Short Title. 

This Chapter shall be known and cited as "The Westchester County Red Light Camera 
Demonstration Pro.gtam." 

Sec. 709.21 Definitions. 
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A. For purposes of this Chapter, 11Owner" shall mean any person, corporation, 
partnership, firm, agen~, association, lessor or organization who at the time of 
the issuance of a notice of violation in which such vehicle is operated: 

1. Is the beneficial or equitable owner of such vehicle; or 

2. Has title to such vehicle; or 

3. Is the registrant or co-registrant of such vehicle which is registered with 
the Department of Motor Vehicles of the State of New York or any other 
state, territoty, district, province, nation or other jurisdiction; or 



4. Uses mb vwckm.its vehicle•uoring and/or leasing business; or 

5. Is an mEne.i of such vehicle as defined bj § l 28 Qt SubdiyisiQll {al of§ 
2101 of the New York Slate Yebkle and Traffic Law, 

B. For pl.1Jl1oses of this Chapter, ~ffu; Q:>ott.Pl Sigrw Photo ViolaVQn-M'onitoriug 
~ or '4JCSPYMP>, shall mean a Yehlcle sen,sru insulkd to work in conjunction 
mth.a traffic oontrQl sigiul which. during operation, automatically pwd~ twQ 2! 
more photographs. two or mile micmphotognphs, a videotape or otbe,: recorded 
imaggs of each vehicle at the time it is u~ or o.penned m violation of Subdivision (d.) 
of ~ 1111 of the New York State Ye-hld~ and Traffic Law re:gnding tuffic control 
sjgoal indications and the req.wtttnents of red light indiqwons, as defined therein. 

Se&. 709.Jl Dcmomttati.sw E,mgram. 
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A. The County of Westchester is hereby +mtbQtized and empowered to establish.A 
demonstratiQn prqgram, ,imposing monetaq: liability on the Owner of a vehicle for 
failure of an QPemtor thereof to comply with tnffic control ing,igtjQOs io accordance 
with die provisions of this Chaptet, For pw:poses of.implementa.t;iPn Qf such, pw.gµm, 
the County shall be aqdwrized to install and qperate Tuffic Conttol Sjgnal Photo 
Violatino-Monitoring Deyiq:s @t no mqre than fifty intersections within and undet the 
jurisdiction of the County /\t.JU:\f one time. 

B. Such demonstration program shall utilne necessacy technofqgies w wsure. 
to the extent practicable, that photQgmphs prodncedh~ such TCSPYMQ shall not 
m,dude images that identify the driver, the passengers ot the contents of die vkle.; 
J){Qvidedr ho~ tJw: po notice of liability issued pursuant to thls section shall be 
dismissed solely ~U§~ a photograph or photo_guphs allow for the identification of 
the contents of the vehicle. provided that w CountY has made a reasonable effort 
to comply with, the provstons o( tb,is subsecti.Qn, 

C. The Owner of a vehicle shall be liable fot a p.enalty imposed pu.rm.wlf to this 
Chapter if such vehicle was used or operated: (1) with the permission of the Ow:oet. 
e>q>ttSs ru: implied; al io violation of Subdivision uD o[ $ 1 J t 1 of the New Yotk 
State Vehicle and '.Itaffi& Law: and Q) such violation is evidenced by in fonnation 
obtained from the TCSPVMD. No Owner of th<; vehicle shaU be liable for a penalty 
imposed pursuant to this Chapter where the Qperator of such ,a:mcle has been 
convicted 0£ the underlying violation of Subdivision (d) of $1111 of the New York 
State Vehicle and Traffic Law. 

D. The County shajl not place one or more Traffic Contto1 Sigoal Photo 
ViQlation-Monitoring Devkes at intersections within and under the juri§dtctiao and 
control of th, Couou which are located within the Cities of White Plains, Mount 
Yemon_ Yonkers or f:wvJlocheUe, without 6,rst providing such municipality with 
notice of its intention to do so. Such municipality shall pmride the County, in wming. 
with its conseo.t or ob,tection to such installatioo within thirty ()Q) d.w of rece~.of 
said notice. Should the Counni receive an objecti.oo to the placement of a TCSPVMD 
in accordance with this section, theo the County shall be prohibited from such 
,irut,iU3tion. In the event that the Councy does not reoeive any response to the 



placemta1t of a TCSPVMD witrun thin.y 00,) days of n;ceigt of noti£e from the 
Couocy, or by sw;h otbex deadline as mu be mutually agieed wan, then the County 
sball be permitted !A p)ag; Any TCSPVMP included in ~aid UQt;:ic.e :wthlo the 
jurisdiction of the municipality JO wbidi the notice was addressed, 

Sec,. WtU Notice of Liability. 

A. A notice 2( liability shall be sent b,y fitsrclass ma,il tQ e;ach person alleged to 
be liable as an Owner fot a violation of Subdiyjsiw (Pl of$ 1111 of th, New York 
State Vehicle and Tuffi.c Uw put§Y;uU to this Chapter. Pmoool ~ Qn the 
Owner shall not be reqµired. A ma,py;il Qt automatic record of mailing p.te~ru) in 
the o«tinuy course of business shall be prima fade evidence of the facts contained 
therein. 

B. A notice of liability shall contain the name and address o( the pwon allesesJ 
to be liable~an Owner for awiQlation of Subdivision (.d) of§ 1111 of the New York 
State Vehide and Traffic Law pursuant ro this C]wpter.. the «gi,.<>t:ration nwnber of 
the vehicle involved in such yjQ)ation. the lo~tion where such violation took place, 
thsalate and time of such violation and the identificatiqllJlurnber of the camer:awhic;h 
recruded the violation or other documentJocator numbet, 

C. The notiQs of liability shall also contain infunnation whising the pq.wn 
charged of tbs:: mannezand the time in which he 011: she may CQOtest th, liabilicy 
alleged in the notice. Such notice_oflwb.iliey shall al,"° contain a warning to advise the 
persons charged that failure to CQtl1$st irl the manner and time provided shall he 
deemed an admissm of liabiley and that a default ,iudgmenr may be entered thereon, 

D. ll1' nqtice of liability shall be prepated arut mailed by the Councy: or by any 
other entity authori%ed to do so by the County to prepare and mail such notification 
of liability. 

Sec. 709.St Adjudication ofLiabilig. 

Adjudication or the liability imposed 1.JPOP owners b.y this Chapter shall be by the oourt 
having jmis4iction (tver mffic ill&actions in the locality where the violation occuw;1li 

Sec. 709.61 Prima fade Evidence. 

A certificate,. sworn to or affirmed by a technician emp~. hired or conttacted by 
the Coullty. w a facsimile thereof. ba,ed QPOfl impection of photographs, micrqphorogmphs, 
videotape 9t other tecorded images produced b.y a Traffic Control Signal PhPto Violation. 
MonitQring Q;w, mall be prima facie evidence of the facts conta,jn'4 therein. AOJ 
photographs, mkrqphoto.g:mphs. videot.we or other recorded images evidencing w:b a 
violation ahall he gable fot inspection m. any proceeding to adjudicate the liabilig for such 
violation imposed pursuant to this Chapter. 

Sec. 709.71 Violations and Penaltie,. 

A. An Owner liable for a violation of Subdivision (.d) of §11 t l Qf the New York 
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State Vehicle and Traffic Law prusuant to d,,is section shall be liJble for a maximum 
monetacy pena1ty of $5j) for each violation. Aa Owru:r shall be liable for an addit:ianal 
penalty not to exceed $2;; fQ:i; each vrolation for the failure to rqpond to a notig: of 
liabiliu: within the pm,-cribed time period. 

B. An imposition of liability under this Chaptet shall not be deemed a conviction 
as an QPerator and shall nor be tnade part of the o.perating record or the person upon 
whom such liabilic;y is imposed. not shall it be used for lllS,UQQce J>Ull19Ses ~ 
provision of motor vehicle irm.mmce covera~ 

C. NQJ:hlng in this section sltaU be ooustrued to limit the liabilicy of an operatru 
of a vehicle for any violation of Subdiyjsioo (st,) of § 1111 of the New York State 
Vehicle and Traffic Law. 

D. ~ fine or penalty coUected bJ a routt. }Udg,e, magistrate or other officer fQ;r 
an imposition of lia.bility which occurs within a city. ro:wn or villa,ge within the county 
pursuant to such demonstration pro.gram shall be paid to the New York State 
Crunptroller within the first ten days of the month foUowing collection, Evecy such 
payment shall be acoompaoied by a statement in such form and detail as the 
Cornptrolle;,t shaD provide. The Comptroller shall pa1 ejghcy percent (80?/o.) of any 
such fine or penalty imposed for such Liability to the Couru, of,Westche.ster. and 
twenty perrent (,20o/o) of any such fin.e or penalcy to the city, town or village in which 
the violation giving rise to the tiabiJ.ity occurreg. 

Sec. 709.81 Defenses. 

A.. If an Owner teceives a notice of liability punuant to th.is Chapter for an,v time 
period during which the vehicle was reported to the poJice ckpartment as having been 
stolen. it shall be a valid defense to an allegation of liabilitJ for a yiolat;ion of 
Subdivision (.Q) of $ 11 t 1 of the N,ew York State Vehicle and Tuffic Lm: pursuant 
to this Ch@pter that the vehicle ha.d been reported to the police as stolen pri01: to the 
time the vlol,ation occurred and had not been t«oxered by such time, For pw:poses 
of asserting the defense provided b.y this subsection it shaD be sufficient that a 
petrified co.p.y of the police re.port on the stolen vehicle he sent b.y rust class mail to 
the court haring jurisdiction. 

B. An Owner who is a. lessor of a vehicle to which a notice of liabilit¥ was issued 
pursuant to this Chapter shall not be liable for the xiobtion or Subdivision (..4) of § 
1111 of the New Y ruk State Vehicle and Traffic law, provided that he or she sends to 
the court having jurisdiction a copy of the rcnt;a1. lease or other such contract 
document coyering sug1 vehicle on the date of the violation. with the name and 
address of the lessee clcarb le.gihk. within thirty-seye;n ITT) days after receiving notice 
from the court of the date aud rime of such violation, tqgethet with the ot;lwr 
in{Qnnarion rnotained in the o.tiginal notice of liability. Failure to send such 
mfonnation within such thircy-seven 07) day time period shall render the Owner liable 
fos: lhe penalty presc;rih«J b.y this Chapter, Where ch& lessor c-0mplies with the 
ptovisions of this su bdivjsion, the less« of such vehicle on the date of such violation 
shall be deemed to he the Owner of such vehicle fot pmposes of this Chapter, shall 



be subject to liabilicy for the violation of Subcljyision @ gf § 1 t t t of the New York 
State Vehicle and Traffic law article pursuant to this Chapter and shall be sent a notice 
of Jiabilit;y pursuant to this CJuptet, 

C. If the Owner liahle for a vioJation of Subdivision @ of ~ 1111 of the New Yorlc 
State Vehicle and Tuffic Law pursuant to this Chapter was not the ope1'3tQ! of tbs;: 
vehicle at the time of the violation, the Owner may maintam an action fot 
iodemnitkation against the operator, 

D, Notwithstanding any other prov1sion of this ChapW, no Owner of a vehicie shall 
be subject to a monetacy fine imposed pllfSWnt to this Chapter if the o.petilQI of 
sych vehicle wa.~ 2P'AAring such vehicle without the consent of the Owner at the time 
such operator failed to obe)· a u,ffic control indication. for puq,oses of this Chapter. 
there shall be a presumptio,n that the gperator of such vehicle was 9,perating such 
vehicle with the consent of the Owner at the time such qperntor failed to obt;y a 
rnffre conttol iru;licati99. 

E. No Owner of a vehi&k shall be lia.bre for a penalty imposed puwant to this 
Chapter where rhe o_peruor of such vehicle has been convicted of the underlviog 
violation of Subdivision (.4) of$ t t 11 of the New Yotk State Vehicle and Traffic Law. 

F. It shall he a defense to an,v: prosecution for a violation of Subdivision @ of~ Jl 11 
of the New Yruk $rate Vehicle and Trnfu; Law purs~ut to this Chapter that such 
ttaffic conttol indications were malfunctioning at the time of the alleged violation. 

Sec, 709.91 Annual ReJX>tt. 

The Commissionet of the D~arrment of Public $afeQ' shaj] submit to the Goremoi-. 
the temporary President of rh'5 Senate. the Speaker: of the Ass.embl)r, the County Execuriye 
and the County Board of Legjslaton. an annual re,port of the resµlts of the use 0£ a Traffic 
Control SW Photo Violation-Monitoring Pevice on or before June 1, 2025, and on the same 
date in each succeedipg year. in which the demonstration program is operable. Such rcpott 
shall include, but nor be limited to: 
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1. A description of the 10Qltions where TCSPVMDs were used; 

2. The aggregate numheL ~ and severicy of accidents re.ported at those 
intersections for the )'W preceding the ipstallatioo of a TCspVMD. to the 
extent the information is mainrained by the New Yor:k State Th;partment of 
Motor Vehides; 

3. Ihe ~ggmgate number. we and sevemi Ql>cddents reported at intersections 
where a TCSPYMP is us«t. as wen as foi each year that the TCSPVMD has 
bun Qiterating to the extent the infonnacion is maintained by the New Yotk 
State Dq>artinent of Motor Vehicles; 

4. The munber of events and number of violations recorded at each mwsection 
where a TCSPVMD is :imed artd in the aggregate on a daily. weekly and monthly 



5. The number of notices of liability issued for violations recorded by such system 
at each intersection where a TCSPVMD is used: 

6. The number of fines imposed and total amount of fines paid after the first notice 
of liability: 

7. The number and percentage of violations adjudicated and results of such 
adjudications. including breakdowns of dispositions made for violations 
recorded by: such systems, which shall be provided at least annually to the 
County by the respective courts and bureaus conducting such adjudications: 

8. The total amount of revenue realized by: the County from such adjudications 
including a breakdown of revenue realized by the County for each year since 
deployment of its TCSPVMD: 

9. Expenses incurred by the County in connection with the program: and 

10. Quality of the adjudication process and its results which shall be provided at 
least annually: to the Councy by the respective courts and bureaus conducting 
such adjudications. 

Sec. 709.101 Traffic Control Signal Photo Violation Monitoring Device Equipment. 

The purchase or lease of equipment for the demonstration program established by this 
Chapter shall be subject to the provisions of~ 103 of the New York State General Municipal 
Law, and of the provisions of Chapter 161 and Part XIV of the Laws of Westchester County. 

Sec. 709.111 Severability. 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or part of this ordinance or the 
application thereof to any person, individual, corporation. £inn, partnership, entity, or 
circumstance shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or 
unconstitutional such order or judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder 
thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph. subdivision, 
section or part of this ordinance, or in its application to the person, individual, corporation, 
firm. partnership, enticy, or circumstance directly involved in the controversy in which such 
order or judgment shall be rendered. 

§2. This Local Law shall take effect one hundred and eighty (180) days after enactment, and 
shall expire on the same date that the New York State Law authorizing such demonstration 
program expires. 
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